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The Baltimore Chapter AGO and
the Church of the Redeemer present

KEN  COWAN, organist
January 29, 2012

 5:00 p.m.
Reception to follow recital

Church of the Redeemer
 5603 N. Charles Street

Mr. Cowan’s program will soon appear on our website:
www.baltimoreago.org

Ken Cowan is one of North America’s
finest concert organists.  Praised for his
dazzling artistry, impeccable technique and
imaginative programming by audiences
and critics alike, he maintains a rigorous
performing schedule which takes him to
major concert venues in America, Canada,
Europe and Asia. 

Recent feature performances have
included appearances at Segerstrom Center
for the Arts in Costa Mesa, CA,
Philadelphia’s Verizon Hall, Spivey Hall,
and Walt Disney Concert Hall as well as
concerts in Germany and Korea.  In
addition, Mr. Cowan has been a featured
artist in recent years at the national
conventions of the American Guild of
Organists held in Los Angeles and
Minneapolis, and has performed at many
regional conventions of the AGO, and has

been featured at several conventions of the Organ Historical Society and the Royal
Canadian College of Organists.

Numerous critically acclaimed recordings are available by Mr. Cowan on the
JAV and Raven labels and appearances with orchestra on Ethereal Recordings.  He is
regularly featured on PIPEDREAMS

A native of Thorold, Ontario, Canada, he received his Master’s degree and
Artist Diploma from the Yale Institute of Sacred Music, studying organ with Thomas
Murray.  Prior to attending Yale, he graduated with a Bachelor of Music degree from
the Curtis Institute of Music where he studied with John Weaver.

He is Associate Professor of Organ at Westminster Choir College of Rider
University in Princeton, NJ.



New high school organ competition, January 28-29, 2012
        It is with great pleasure that I announce the inaugural year of the University of North Carolina School of the
Arts/Salem College/Winston-Salem, NC Chapter AGO High School Organ Competition. This competition is open to any
high school senior or younger.
        We are excited to offer this opportunity to young organists to perform, get acquainted with other students with their
interests, and to experience a wonderful weekend of activities including a recital by Salem College keyboard faculty and
students, a workshop by world-renowned keyboard technique pedagogue, Barbara Lister-Sink
(http://pianoandorgantechnique.com/), and Alexander Technique teacher, Susan Perkins. I am also offering a master class
and private lessons (www.timothyolsenorganist.com). 
         Several organs will be featured including the newly renovated V/97 Grooms & Payne organ at First Baptist Church
(Winston-Salem), the Flentrop organ at Salem College (http://www.flentrop.nl/orgelbouw/winsto_nort_coll.html), and
the Fisk organ at UNCSA (http://www.cbfisk.com/instrumentFiles/75/075_Stoplist.pdf). 
        We are grateful to the sponsors of the generous cash prizes, and to the institutions that are co-sponsoring the
competition, University of North Carolina School of the Arts and Salem College. 
        The deadline for the application (received) is January 13, 2012. No audition CD is required. Please see the attached
form for more details.           [For registration form: 2012_Competition_Registration_Form.pdf]

         OHS invites you to 2012 convention

The OHS Chicago 2012 convention committee invites you to six days
of exciting events featuring more than 25 organs in the Chicago area, July 8-13,
2012.  Registration will be open to anyone interested in organ building, music
history, organ repertoire, or just simple enjoying a trip to the “City of Big
Sounds” on the shores of Lake Michigan

From Orchestra Hall to Rockefeller Chapel, the convention venues
include extraordinary instruments of many styles and sizes.  Many performers,
Nathan Laube and David Schrader to name only two, have connections to
Chicago and will highlight music by noted Chicago composers from the past
100 years.

For more information, go to organsociety.org/2012/ We hope to see
you and your colleagues in Chicago next summer.
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A minister’s lament: Where have you been the rest of the year?
By Theodore Feldmann

[reprinted from the Baltimore Sun OpEd page of December 29, 2011]

Christmas is over for another year, and the folks
who worked their tails off to create those beautiful
services and masses you attended are exhausted. Don't
get me wrong, we yearn for a full church and really want
you to be there. It would be nice to have extra chairs. It's
wonderful to hear the singing of all those people and
feel the energy and spirit. There is also the crying and
confusion from small children who have no idea what a
church is or why they are there and the occasional
grumpy look from someone who has been dragged there
against their will.

And there is always the invitation in which the
regulars in the congregation express their hope to see
you next week. When attendance drops to the usual 50
or 100, they roll their eyes at each other and say, "Oh
well, you know, the C and E people." C and E? That
means Christmas and Easter.

This is, of course, not an
exclusively Christian phenomenon
— rabbis probably talk about the R
and Y people who show up only on
Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur.
But it is one that should give people
pause to consider the disconnect
between the value they place on
having access to the religious
traditions they grew up in and the
effort they put forth the rest of the
year to keep them going.

Towns and cities across
America are home to beautiful, holy
places. And on Christmas and
Easter, people seem swept up in a
wave of nostalgia. As one guy said
to me, "My wife likes to do the church thing on
Christmas Eve, and we like to go to someplace
churchy." What he means by that is a church that looks,
sounds and smells like a church: a beautiful building,
familiar, music and ritual, the smell of candles or
incense or polished pews, rather than a mega-
amphitheater with a rock band and a light show.

That's wonderful, but the fact is that a lot of
those churches struggle to survive the rest of the year,
and that buck or two you throw in the plate doesn't make
a dent. Those buildings may be beautiful, but it takes a
lot of money to keep them going, to fix the roof, pay the
heating bill, and provide for the priest, minister or rabbi
and the organist and choir director. It would never work
without the loyal group of folks who volunteer to keep it
all going.

But in a lot of our cities, the number of
parishioners is dwindling. The folks who built those
places, including the wealthy, are long gone, either to
some upscale community in the 'burbs or to their great
reward. It happens all the time. People move away or get
older. The neighborhood changes. Soccer or shopping
seem more important, even though it takes a lot more
driving to get to soccer than to church. A church finally
gives up the struggle. There's a last service or mass. The
place is full of weeping people. "How could this
happen?" "My mother went here her whole life." "I was
raised in this parish." But as one dedicated Episcopal
priest I know said to a group at such an affair, "And just
where have you been all these years?"

According to the Pew Forum on Religion and
Public Life, 74 percent of Americans say they are
Christian. But it doesn't take a survey to know that

nowhere near 74 percent are showing
up for church each week. The same is
surely true for most synagogues and
mosques. Theologian Karen
Armstrong, in her book, The Case for
God, makes the point that in ancient
times, "Religion ... was not primarily
something that people thought but
something they did. Its truth was
acquired by practical actions. There
are some things that can be learned
only by constant, dedicated practice,
but if you persevere, you find that
you achieve something that seemed
initially impossible." In other words,
there's a big difference between
saying you believe in God (or

darkening the door twice a year) and actually practicing
your religion. Talk is cheap, but faith requires regular
practice, and it might just be worth the effort.

So the next time you show up for Christmas or
the high holy days, know that the invitation is always
extended. But remember, those folks may need you, and
you may need them more than you realize. And don't
just assume that the church you love and which you may
even call "yours" is going to be there the next time
you're swept by a wave of nostalgia.

Rev. Theodore Feldmann has been an organist
and choral director for 40 years and is the founder of
the Beloved Disciple Community in Baltimore. His email
is mail4revted@aol.com.  

Ted is a long-time member and former Dean of
the Baltimore Chapter AGO.
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 15

Goldstein-Peled-Fiterstein Trio
Community Concerts at Second

4200 St. Paul Street
3:30 p.m.

Music by Amy Beach and Frank Bridge
for violin, cello and piano

Towson Presbyterian Church
400 West Chesapeake Ave.

4:00 p.m.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 20
Brian Jones, organ

Emmanuel Episcopal Church
101 N. Cross Street, Chestertown

7:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 22
U. S. Naval Academy Band

Cathedral of Mary Our Queen
5200 N. Charles Street

5:00 p.m.

Concert Artists of Baltimore
“Afternoon Delights” 

Music of Schubert, Beethoven, Fauré
Catonsville Presbyterian Church

1400 Frederick Road
3:00 p.m.

Chamber Music by Candlelight
Mozart, Ravel, Dvorak
Musicians of the BSO

Community Concerts at Second
4200 St. Paul Street

7:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 29
Inaugural Organ Recital by

Ken Cowan
Co-sponsored by the Baltimore Chapter AGO

Reception to follow
Church of the Redeemer
5603 N. Charles Street

5:00 p.m.

Misto di Voci Ensemble
Maryland State Boychoir Center for the Arts

3400 Norman Ave.
4:00 p.m.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5
Paul Binko on the newly refurbished Casavant organ
works of Bach, Boëllman, Langlais, Vierne, Gigout

St. Mary’s Seminary and University
5400 Roland Ave.

3:00 p.m.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12
Maryland State Boychoir

St. John’s Episcopal Church
3738 Butler Road, Glyndon

5:30 p.m.

36th Annual Bach Marathon
www.stdavid.ang-md.org

St. David’s Church
4700 Roland Ave.
1:00 to 6:00 p.m.

Duo Brillant - piano and violin
Sundays at Central Presbyterian Church

7308 York Road
3:00 p.m.

Benjamin Hochman, piano
Community Concerts at Second

4200 St. Paul Street
3:30 p.m.

Concerts scheduled after February 15 will appear 
in the February issue of the Pipe & Pedal

Rodgers announcing 
classical organ competition

The Rodgers North American Classical Organ
Competition is being sponsored by the Rodgers
Instruments Corporation for the purpose of encouraging
the development of young organists in North America.
Deadline date for submitting applications is February 1,
2012. Regional competitions March 2012. Final
competition - public performance at Kutztown
University in Pennsylvania. Upper Division prizes will
be $3000.00 for first place, $2000.00 for second place
and $1000.00 for third place. Lower Division prizes are
$1000.00 for first place, $500.00 for second place and
$250.00 for third place. Age limitation is limited to
individuals aged 35 or younger as of March 1, 2012. 

For further information go to:
http://www.rodgersinstruments.com/node/1440. Or you
can contact Rodgers at 503-648-4181 or by email at
marketing.services@rodgersinstruments.com.



PLACEMENT SERVICE   – January - 2012
BRUCE EICHER

202 Cinder Road, Timonium, MD 21093
410-561-9948      E-mail:  BruceEicher@verizon.net

There is a non-refundable fee of $15 for all church listings.
HEREFORD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH , P.O.
Box 400, 16931 York Road, Monkton, MD 21111.  300-
member congregation seeking an Organist/Director for one
weekly rehearsal and one weekly service.  Rodgers Organ. 
Salary: $8,000-$12,000.  Two weeks paid vacation. 
Contact: Rev. Bill Thomas, 410-343-0660.  Send resume
to: pastor@herefordumc.org  (Nov. 11)

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD
SHEPHERD, 4200 Olney-Laytonsville Road, Olney, MD
20830.  300-member congregation seeking Director of
Music Ministry (Organist/Director) for two weekly
rehearsals and two Sunday services.  Approximately 12-16
hours per week.  Rogers Digital Electronic organ and
Yamaha Clavinola.  Salary: $24,000-$26,000.  Two weeks
paid vacation. Book and music Allowance.  Contact: Eric
M a x f i e l d ,  3 0 1 - 7 7 4 - 9 1 2 5  o r
office@OlneyGoodShepherd.org.  (Nov. 11)

BROWN MEMORIAL  PARK AVENUE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH , 1316 Park Avenue,
Baltimore, MD 21217-4185.  www.browndowntown.org
250-member congregation is seeking a Minister of Music
(Organist/Director) to hold one weekly rehearsal and one
weekly Liturgy, to oversee a music program of Adults,
Children, Handbells and a Youth ensemble. 
Approximately 32 hours per week.  1931 four-manual
Skinner Organ.  Salary: $40,000-$70,000.  Benefits
include six weeks paid vacation, health and disability
insurance, sick leave, pension plan, continuing education
funding, study/professional leave and unemployment
benefits.  Contact: Betsy Nix, 410-233-3381.  Candidates
are asked to submit a cover letter, resume and an example
of performance to: musicsearch@browndowntown.org. 
(Dec. 11)

New additions to your Yearbook
(Please clip and save with your directory)

CANONICO, Tyler                                                443-326-6234
First United Methodist Church
520 E. Birch Street, Palmyra, PA 17078
Dir. Traditional Music and Organist                      717-838-2551
WILLIAMS, Ruth                                                  540-568-8578
1096 Hickory Cove, Harrisonburg, VA 22801
rrwms3@antelos.net

ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 232 St. Thomas
Lane, Owings Mills, MD 21117.www.stthomaschurch.us
200-member congregation seeking an Organist/Director
for two weekly rehearsals and one Sunday service. 
Approximately 18 hours per week.  1949/2006 Aeolian-
Skinner two-manual organ.  Salary: $17,000-$21,000. 
Benefits include four weeks paid vacation, secretarial
assistance, sick leave, maternity leave and book/music
allowance.  Contact: The Rev. Dr. Paula Barker, 410-363-
1044, x 14, pbarker@stthomaschurch.us (Dec. 11)

MILFORD MILL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH,
915 Milford Mill Road, Baltimore, MD 21208. 
http://www.milfordmillchurch.org/  500-member
congregation is seeking an Organist/Director for one
weekly rehearsal and one weekly service.  Approximately
15-18 hours per week.  1962 two-manual Möller Pipe
Organ, 24 ranks.  Steinway Grand piano; 5-octave set of
handbells.  Salary: $17,000.  Two weeks paid vacation,
Continuing Education funding.  Contact: Jim Yates, 410-
356-3116.  Send cover letter and resume to:
mmumc@aol.com (Jan. 12)

PLACEMENT FORMS ARE FOUND ON THE
CHAPTER WEBSITE: www.baltimoreago.org

+ + +

       NY choir school open house
Saint Thomas Choir School, New York, will host

an Open House for interested musicians, clergy and
families on Sunday, February 19, 2012.

Choristers and their parents will give tours of the
school and teachers will host visitors in the classrooms to
answer questions about the curriculum and student life.  At
3:00 p.m. visiting boys will rehearse, vest and sit in the
choir stalls with the Saint Thomas Choir of Men and Boys
for evensong.

Please contact Ruth Cobb, 212.247.3322, ext. 304,
or rcobb@choirschool.org for further information or to
reserve a place.



SUBSTITUTE ORGANISTS

Listing is for a period of one year and is free to AGO members, $40 fee (non-refundable) to non-members.  It is the
responsibility of  the individual to renew the listing at the yearly registration.  Contact Placement Director 

Bruce Eicher, 410-561-9948.  
Publication of the names is a convenience to users and does not imply endorsement of individuals by 

the Baltimore Chapter AGO.  
(The names listed are available for any service as Organist/Director for all denominations any day unl ess

indicated otherwise.)
Clinton Adams (410) 663-0161
Patricia Amato (410) 391-8750 e-mail: pmcamato@verizon.net 
Homeretta Ayala (410) 905-5264 e-mail:   hayala9022@aol.com  Available as of September 01.
Douglas Barclay (410) 225-3360 e-mail:  dblyco21@hotmail.com  Unavailable Sundays
Joy Bauer (410) 868-9051 e-mail:  CJJoy@comcast.net    Unavailable Sunday AM
David P. Beatty (215) 518-1025 
Paul Binko (410) 561-9928 e-mail: PaulBinko@comcast.net 
Naomi Binko (410) 337-0304 e-mail: nkbinko@comcast.net
Kim Buckel (410) 526-4925 Weekends only.  e-mail: kim.buckel@gmail.com 
Nelda Clelland (410) 744-0809 neldaclelland@mac.com 
Judith Daffer (410) 381-2014 Wedding and funerals.  juude@aol.com
Ted Davis (410) 859-3236 Unavailable Sunday AM
Keith Derrickson (410) 882-7426 e-mail:  Kderrickson@towson.edu 
Theodore Feldmann (410) 467-0443 No Sat eve or Sun AM. Cantor/Organist  Mail4MrTed@aol.com
Larry Ford (410) 529-1892 lafltd@comcast.net
Dan Gleckler (410) 243-5313 e-mail: adg2726stpaul@msn.com
Warren Glock (410) 661-1004 e-mail: wglock@comcast.net 
Stephen  Heaver, Jr. (410) 235-6144 Unavailable Sundays from Sept.-May
John Holland (410) 323-3322 Unavailable Sat. 4 PM, and Sunday AM. 
John Igoe (410) 869-8590 e-mail: jmidad@verizon.net
Diane Kline (410) 337-4948 Unavailable Sunday AM
Melody Knight                 (410) 790-6308 Org/Dir and Vocal soloist.  Unavailable Sunday AM
Jack Lauderdale (410) 531-2670 e-mail: lauderdales2@verizon.net
Brenda Leach (717) 961-0203 Weekends and Evenings: e-mail:   BLLmusic@msn.com 

www.BLLmusic.org� 
Vernene Rodgers Lenz (410) 833-4427 

Diane Luchese (410) 435-3424 Weekends only
Renata O’Reilly (410) 300-2710 Unavailable Sunday AM
Daniel Bennett Page (301) 946-0919 Weekends and evenings. cell: 301-821-7230, Cantor/organ/choral 

e-mail: DanielBennettPage@hotmail.com 
Michele Prokopchak (301) 989-2238 e-mail: mepschell@hotmail.com 
Lori Ramser (410) 922-2290 (Flute, voice, Cantor, organ) Unavailable Sunday AM

e-mail:  staccato@comcast.net 
George Sack (410) 821-0244 Available weekends only
Christopher Schroeder   (317) 965-6944 Unavailable Sunday AM
Eleanor Timberlake (410) 730-3222 nlt919@verizon.net 
Jerrold Tidwell (410) 435-5900 Unavailable late Saturday afternoons and Sunday mornings.

 e-mail: Jerrold.tidwell@gmail.com
Jean Tress (410) 893-9531 Unavailable Sunday AM.  e-mail: tressedout@verizon.net 
Susan Weisman (410) 830-1791 Weddings& Funerals   e-mail: 3weisman@comcast.net 
Tom Wilson (410) 252-6363 Weekday funerals; Sat. Evening masses
Charlotte Young n3hgd@arrl.net 

Please visit the National Headquarters Website for the 2010 Salary Guide showing a fee schedule for Wo rship
Services, Weddings and Funerals. Go to:   http://www.agohq.org/profession/indexsalary.html   



KEN COWAN
Press Notices 

CONCERT REVIEWS

LOS ANGELES, CA   “Cowan’s performance was stunning.  [His] playing displayed understanding of the composer’s
intentions and allowed one to hear the beauty of the various families of color on this glorious instrument.  There was passion
and fire in this virtuosic performance [Max Reger’s fantasia on Wie schön leucht’ uns der Morgenstern].  Cowan’s careful
and wonderfully sensitive musical interpretation of all the variations, and in particular, the powerful texts of the concluding
verses, moved this writer to tears.”

(The 2004 National Convention of the AGO in Los Angeles)  The American Organist

DALLAS, TX  “KEN COWAN SHOWS OFF THE ORCHESTRAL SOUNDS OF NEW ORGAN AT HIGHLAND PARK
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH”  “Cowan was at his most dazzling in transcriptions of Mendelssohn’s Midsummer Night’s
Dream Overture and Liszt’s Mephisto Waltz No. 1.  Sounds shifted, swelled and diminished in apparently limitless variety,
all while Cowan dispatched dizzying arrays of notes.”

Scott Cantrell, The Dallas Morning News

CHICAGO, IL   “… one of the most outstanding young organist on the scene today.  His unassuming manner and his sure
and relaxed technique hide a fiery yet totally musical approach to organ playing.”

 The Diapason

PHILADELPHIA, PA    “His playing was nothing short of superb.”
The Diapason

CLEVELAND, OH “All in all, this evening was one of the most memorable organ performances we’ve heard in years …”
(2009 National Convention of the Organ Historical Society)

ClevelandClassical.com

BUFFALO “His unassuming demeanor complements the dual nature of his playing – a combination of technical
virtuosity and great musical understanding and sensitivity.”

(2004 Organ Historical Society Convention in Buffalo)  The Diapason

PORTLAND, ME   (Regional convention of the American Guild of Organists) “Mr. Cowan’s technical mastery, expressivity,
musicality, and sheer brilliance thrilled the convention audience.”

The American Organist

JAMESTOWN, NY “ORGANIST GIVES WORLD-CLASS PERFORMANCE”
The Post-Journal

HAMILTON, ON “… an absolutely stunning recital by Ken Cowan.”
Organ Canada

“… let me assure you that we who heard this recital came away convinced of a glorious future for organ playing.”
The American Organist

KALAMAZOO, MI “COWAN GIVES MAJESTIC LIFE TO PIPE ORGAN”
Kalamazoo Gazette



AMERICAN GUILD OF ORGANISTS
Baltimore Chapter
307-B Charles Street Avenue
Towson, Maryland 21204

          


