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Help the Baltimore Chapter go GREEN!
Choose to receive your Pipe & Pedal

electronically
You’ll receive it faster

You’ll see photos in color
You’ll save your letter carrier’s back a bit

and you’ll help to save a tree – 
Not to mention the savings in terms of money and labor by your chapter!
Contact Kitty Allen, kitty.allen@verizon.net  or 410-494-8589 to say 

“Yes, I’ll go green!”

From the Dean 
By now I am sure many of you have read of our chapter’s
many transitions of late. We owe a great deal of thanks to
our outgoing dean, Paul Carroll , and sub-dean, Dan
Fortune. Both of these gracious and talented souls were
met with big changes in their lives (Paul entering a
doctoral program at Catholic University, and Dan
accepting a new position at St. Paul’s Church in Akron,
Ohio) and needed to resign from their AGO posts mid-
term. 

At the request of your executive board, Michael Britt  has accepted the position
of sub-dean (and most of us already know that we are in capable hands there!)
and I am your new dean. While I accept these duties feeling a bit reticent and
daunted (I have learned that Paul Carroll can be quite persuasive!), I am honored
by your board’s confidence in me, and I look forward to getting better acquainted
with all of you in the coming year. 

I am pleased that our new year is off to a great start. Nearly all of last year’s
members have renewed their membership and at least two have newly joined us.
Our first program of the season was a delightful evening with around fifty of us
gathering for a compelling and inspiring address from Bishop Eugene Sutton
(Episcopal) and a scrumptious meal by Tenzo Artisan Caterers. More quality
programs are planned and exciting initiatives are in formation. While personnel
changes inevitably happen, important work carries on. 

The community of organists and organ music lovers is alive and well in
Baltimore! I look forward to hearing from you about where you can “pitch in”! 

Theodore S. (Ted) Davis
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Roving Reporter………………………………………………DS Woods

          This month, the Roving Reporter interviewed Mary Hamlin-Spencer, who is Music Director at Epiphany
Episcopal Church in Timonium, MD. The conversation revealed Mary’s long history in Baltimore area

churches (Ascension Lutheran and St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal), as well as a six year stint in Exeter, New
Hampshire at Christ Church, Episcopal. The Roving Reporter was impressed with the passion and depth of
experience which this extraordinarily talented organist and choir-director has brought to her profession—at

whichever church she has served. Mary now serves on the board of the Baltimore Chapter AGO and is in
charge of the Educational Concerns Committee.

RR-When and where did the playing of the organ capture your interest?
MHS-I grew up in Scarsdale, NY, where my family belonged St. James the Less
Episcopal Church. I was a member of the Junior Choir from 4th grade until 12th grade,
under the direction of Robert N. Roth, the organist-choirmaster. Mr. Roth was a great
inspiration to me, and I also took piano and eventually organ lessons from him. In 8th

grade, I hit the “middle school slump”, and I stopped practicing the piano. I would
simply go to lessons and sight-read through my pieces. (Mary admits that she is a
pretty good sight-reader!) My mother knew I wasn’t practicing and refused to pay for
lessons. After a year’s hiatus, I was asked if I wanted to go back, and I emphatically
replied-yes! Because it was my choice, I jumped back into the practice routine. I started
organ lessons at age 16yrs after Mr. Roth thought I had sufficient piano background. I
knew that this was what I wanted to do!
RR-Who were the mentors/teachers who guided you on your career path in music?
MHS-In high school, I was fortunate to have Walter Ehret, well-known composer and arranger, as my high
school choral conductor. The music department was in a “Tower,” and we were delighted to be given “passes”
to be excused from homeroom and lunch to climb up the steps and attend sectional rehearsals of choir, which
were often equal amounts of rehearsals and just hanging out up in the Music Tower! Our chorus sang top-notch
choral classics, and I grew to love the singing as well as the playing of music. Scarsdale was a predominantly-
Jewish community – many kids studied at Juilliard Prep-- which fostered a love and a commitment to the Arts.
There were student recitals in the school where students presented piano, vocal, and instrumental pieces of great
maturity. I was fortunate to grow up in such an atmosphere of musical excellence!
RR-I’ve read in your biography that you attended Westminster Choir College as an undergraduate.
What was this unique educational experience like?
MHS-Because I loved church choral music, I attended Westminster Choir College in Princeton, NJ. I studied
organ with Donald McDonald--a great organ teacher—and I loved the choral and organ experience there. There
was something missing, however, as I felt I needed more core curriculum courses (an English class!), and I
transferred to Muhlenberg College, a Lutheran school in Allentown, PA. I studied with another wonderful
organist, Ludwig Lenel, and graduated with a Bachelor or Arts degree with a major in music and a minor in
English literature. Then, I was off to Paris!
RR- Paris? How did that happen?
MHS-At Westminster, I became acquainted with André Marchal, well-known blind French organist, who
invited me to study with him in Paris after graduation. I lived in Paris in a 7th-floor (walk-up!) room above a
wealthy French family. My rent was free in exchange for daily lessons of music and English to their two young
children. I spent a very happy year in Paris. Every week I would attend 3-4 different organ recitals around the
city, hearing fine performers play on many of the famous and historic organs of Paris. My organ lessons with
Marchal were relatively cheap ($20/lesson), but because there were so many organ students in Paris at the time,
I had to pay to practice at organs in the city. “Les Amies de L’Orgue” offered coupons to students for purchase
to use in churches around the city. Because of this expense, I learned to study scores away from the instrument
and to do as much preparation as possible on my own. Some of the churches had unusual and challenging
instruments. I remember practicing on a small pipe organ in the crypt of Notre Dame des Champs (Mont-



parnasse district) which was so cold, that even though I was bundled up, I had to periodically get up off the
bench and run around the perimeter of the crypt to get my blood circulating! 

RR-Describe some of your favorite duties at church?
MHS-I love being a choral conductor. I direct both an adult and a youth choir at Epiphany, and I am enjoying
continuing to develop these choirs.  I also really love practicing the organ and working on repertoire. Putting it
all together into a well-thought out and cohesive liturgy is particularly satisfying to me. 
RR—How do you handle the challenge of conducting choirs from the organ console?
MHS-While I was at Ascension Lutheran in Towson, I played a tracker organ with no pistons, which was
located behind the singers. I had to become very adept at training my singers to work independently. I also, out
of necessity, used a capella music—the choir had to really listen, and I could conduct! While I was at
Ascension, I did my Masters degree at Towson University, where I studied organ under Thomas Spacht--
another great organ teacher, and one of my predecessors here at Epiphany!  When I married William Spencer
(Mary and Bill met singing in Baltimore Choral Arts), I not only gained a husband but also a fellow conductor.
Many times, I have asked Bill to conduct the big works while I play, which is particularly useful, now that I am
back playing a tracker organ behind the choir again!
RR-What are some of the activities you pursue outside the music field?
MHS-I spend a lot of time being mom to our son Gilbert, who is a senior in high school and looking into
colleges with strong arts program. (Gilbert is a graduate of the American Boychoir School and also an alum of
the St. Thomas Choir School in New York City). I love to swim, canoe, and ride my bike. I have also been an
avid student of the Alexander Technique for many years, which has really enhanced my life as well as my
career in music. Perhaps my favorite activity, however, is gardening. Flowers are a sign of the beauty, serenity,
and continuity of God’s creation, and I derive much joy and peace from being out in my garden. I have learned
that it is important for those of us working in the church to have interests outside of church music.
RR-What advice would you give to a student aspiring to a career in music ministry/organ?
MHS-Listen to as many good church musicians as you can. Find good mentors/teachers. Be passionate about
what you do! Remember that music ministry is a servant ministry, and has a lot to do with working with people.
Maintain a sense of humor!

Yearbook changes
When you receive your 2009-2010 AGO Yearbook,
you might wish to make a few changes to keep it up
to date.  The non-working emails became evident in
attempts to send group messages.  

NEW MEMBER
Ray Zeigler

5115 N. Franklintown Road, 21207
410-448-6189

ray.zeigler@verizon.net

NON-WORKING E-MAILS
James Fitzpatrick
Katherine Hunt
Jason Kamrath

Patricia Ballinger
Michael Bareham - home

Virginia Shifflett

TEMP E-MAIL CHANGE
Jeanne Klusewitz to:
 Karl8@verizon.net

Dr. Spacht to lecture in NJ
on Genevan psalm singing
October 24th Thomas Spacht will give a

lecture/demonstration for students at Rutgers
University, New Brunswick, NJ, on the topic of
psalm singing in the Netherlands and its relation to
Dutch organ design.  Because of the unique
requirements for accompanying the Genevan
psalter, Dutch organs from the 17th-19th centuries
exhibit characteristics different from their German
and French counterparts.  

This presentation will include singing from
the Genevan psalter by those attending (translated
into English), a short history of the development of
the organ in Holland from before the Reformation
to the 19th century, and more.  Students from
Princeton Theological Seminary and Westminster
Choir College also have been invited to attend.  

The following day Dr. Spacht will include
examples from contemporary Dutch psalm-based
compositions on his recital at Christ Church, New
Brunswick.



“Behold!”  What happened?
           The opening meeting for the Baltimore
Chapter AGO this season was a “Meet & Greet”
catered dinner with The Rev. Eugene Taylor Sutton,
newly appointed Bishop of the Baltimore diocese,
as the guest speaker.  An engaging man with a
quick sense of humor, Bishop Sutton began by
saying that he committed his life to Christ, twice,
first as a Baptist, because of music.  The gospel
music spoke to him.  After a period of falling away
from his faith, he returned, this time to the
Episcopal denomination.

Within minutes he had all of us singing “I
Know the Lord Laid His Hands on Me” – in parts! 
Then reading from John 1 – “In the beginning was
the Word. . .” he told of how recent translations of
the Bible have eliminated usage of the word
“Behold!”  substituting “See” or some less
evocative directive.  “Behold”  is rarely heard in
current conversation or seen in contemporary
writing, and with this loss we have lost an emotion-
evoking dynamic.  Recall the words of the
Magnificat, the Annunciation, the Christmas story
as we learned in the King James version, “Behold!”
appeared with frequency.   Behold is a word which
from its roots conveys a sense of marvel -- “to hold
in regard a significant matter,” “ to await” – the
expectation of something quite special.  In today’s
world with its 24/7 news coverage and visuals, we
have become numb, inured and unresponsive to the
horrific, the wonderful, the beautiful, the ugly.  A
mere glance,  and then we are on to the next thing. 
We do not feel “awe” – everything is ordinary,
nothing worthy of
note.  However, the
Biblical writers
were telling us that
God was doing
something special,
something big, and
we had better take
notice!

What the
world needs now is
“AWE” !  As a
preacher, he says a
Sunday sermon can
be OK but it does
not carry the weight
of wonder that the music can.  As church musicians,
we have a major role to play, because the 

Henry Lowe, our Redeemer host, with Bishop Sutton

congregation wants to be “taken up” and inspired. 
From the beginning of the service, how the choir
enters in the processional is important; the church is
a place of “glory” and they need to look and act like
it.   He cautions not to let their appearance,
demeanor, or the execution of the music be the
lowest common denominator.  Don’t choose the
simplest anthem as the easy way out.  We should
SOAR with the effort, with the language, the music,
and its presentation. If it takes time to learn
something challenging and to do it well, so much the
better.  Let the congregation be in awe of what we as
musicians do.  We are the ministers in charge of
AWE.  “Behold now, praise the Lord!”

Andrew Koch in recital
On September 4th, Andrew Koch, a student of

Dr. Thomas Spacht, gave his first organ recital at
Epiphany Episcopal Church, Timonium.  The
program consisted of works by Bach, Krebs, Vierne
and concluded with the Concert Variations of Joseph
Bonnet.  

Andrew has attended POE events as well as
the Oberlin Summer Organ Academy.  This past
summer Andrew also accompanied his father, Dr.
Wayne Koch of Johns Hopkins Hospital, on a
medical mission trip to Bolivia and then traveled to
Argentina where he heard the large organ in the
cathedral in Buenos Aires.

Andrew is a senior at the Gilman School in
Baltimore.  He began his organ studies with
Jonathan Moyer three years ago.

      +    +    +
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Noteworthy
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4
Music for Organ & Flute
Ted Dix, and Gretchen Dix
Immanuel Episcopal Church
Glencoe, MD
4:00 pm

Bach Concert Series
Cantata 140: Wachetauf, ruft uns
die Stimme, Jonathan Parker,
organ
www.bachinbaltimore.org
Christ Lutheran Church
701 S. Charles Street
4:00 pm

Lyra - the Voice of Russia
Central Presbyterian Church
7308 York Road, Towson
3:00 pm

Washington Balalaika Society
Orchestra
Catonsville Presbyterian Church
1400 Frederick Road
3:00 pm 

Asteria - Early Music Duo
Community Concerts at Second
4200 St. Paul Street
3:30 pm

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11
Maryland State Boychoir
Senior Citizens Day: Concert and
Supper – Concert $10; concert and
dinner $15
MD State Boychoir Center for the
Arts
3400 Norman Ave.
2:30 pm

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18
Choral Evensong for men’s voices
Music by Palestrina, Bach,
Ellingboe, Copland, Klouse, etc.
Church of the Redeemer
5603 N. Charles Street
5:00 pm

Chamber Music by Candlelight

Musicians from the BSO
Community Concerts at Second
4200 St. Paul Street
7:30 p.m

Maryland State Boychoir
Charlestown Chapel
715 Maiden Choice Lane,
Catonsville
3:00 pm

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25
Organ Recital
Elmo Cosentini, Viennese artist
Grace United Methodist Church
5407 N. Charles Street
4:00 pm

Cluster Parish Organ Recital
Kate Scott (St. Isaac Jogues),
Ernest Barretta (St. Joseph
Fullerton) and Tom Bozek
(Immaculate Heart of Mary)
Immaculate Heart of Mary
8501 Loch Raven Blvd.
4:00 pm

Hamilton Community Concerts
“Four at Four” chamber music
Hamilton Presbyterian Church
5532 Harford Road
4:00 pm

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1
Choral Evensong - All Saints’ Day
“Sanctus: a vision of heaven”
Church fo the Redeemer
5603 N. Charles Street
5:00 pm

Bach Concert Series
Cantata 80: Ein feste Burg ist
unser Gott
Mary Hamlin-Spencer, organ
www.bachinbaltimore.org
Christ Lutheran Church
701 S. Charles Street
4:00 pm

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8
Orchestra of St. John’s
Music of Vivaldi, Bloch,
Mendelssohn
Tickets $15
St. John’s Episcopal Church

9120 Frederick Road, Ellicott City
4:00 pm

Mendelssohn Festival of choral
and organ music
Ted Dix, organ
Catonsville U. Methodist Church
3:00 pm

Bourbon Street Ramblers 
Dixieland
Centra Presbyterian Church
7308 York Road, Towson
3:00 pm

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13
Maryland State Boychoir
CCBC Recital Hall
7201 Rossville Boulevard
12:20 pm
Havre de Grace U. Meth. Church
101 S. Union Ave.
7:30 pm

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15
BALTIMORE  CHAPTER EVENT
Edward Alan Moore, organ
Immaculate Heart of Mary
8501 Loch Raven Boulevard
4:00 pm

Donald Sutherland & John Walker
Music for four hands and four feet
Griswold Hall, Peabody Cons.
1 E. Mt. Vernon Place
4:00 pm

Maryland State Boychoir
Lutheran Church of the Good
Shepherd
1515 Emmorton Road, Bel Air
7:00 pm

St. Cecilia Society
Silent film “La Bohème”
accompanied by 
James Harp, organ
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
1900 St. Paul Street
2:00 pm

Young-Ah Tak, piano
Catonsville Presbyterian Church
1400 Frederick Road
3:00 pm



                      NEEDED:
            
We would like to have a time to greet the artists and share
in some punch and cookies, etc. following some of our
chapter programs, and need someone willing to coordinate
this.  Also a few willing hands to help serve and clean up. 
Please contact Michael Britt, our sub dean, for more
information and to let him know you would be willing to
help with this fellowship endeavor for our chapter.

SUBSTITUTE ORGANISTS

Listing is for a period of one year and is free to AGO members, $40 fee (non-refundable) to non-members.  It is the
responsibility of the individual to renew the listing at the yearly registration.  Contact Placement Director Bruce Eicher,
410-561-9948.  Publication of the names is a convenience to users and does not imply endorsement of individuals

by the Baltimore Chapter AGO.  
(The names listed are available for any service as Organist/Director for all denominations any day

unless indicated otherwise.)
Clinton Adams (410) 663-0161 Unavailable Sunday AM
Patricia Amato (410) 391-8750 e-mail: pmcamato@verizon.net 
David P. Beatty (215) 518-1025 
Paul Binko (410) 561-9928 e-mail: PaulBinko@comcast.net 
Naomi Binko (410) 337-0304
Nelda Clelland (410) 744-0809 neldaclelland@mac.com 
Judith Daffer (410) 381-2014 e-mail:  Juude@aol.com 
Ted Davis (410) 859-3236 Unavailable Sunday AM
Theodore Feldmann (410) 467-0443 No Sat eve or Sun AM. Cantor/Organist  Mail4MrTed@aol.com
Larry Ford (410) 529-1892 lafltd@comcast.net
Richard Foss (410) 823-8708 (Call around 9 PM) e-mail : RichardAFoss@hotmail.com 
Dan Gleckler (410) 243-5313 e-mail: adg2726stpaul@msn.com
Warren Glock (410) 661-1004 Unavailable Sunday AM
Stephen  Heaver, Jr. (410) 235-6144 Unavailable Sundays from Sept.-May
John Holland (410) 323-3322 Funerals, weddings, weekday services.
John Igoe (410) 869-8590 e-mail: jmidad@verizon.net
Diane Kline (410) 337-4948 Unavailable Sunday AM
Melody Knight                 (410) 790-6308 Org/Dir and Vocal soloist.  Unavailable Sunday AM
Jack Lauderdale (410) 531-2670 e-mail: lauderdales2@verizon.net
Vernene Rodgers Lenz (410) 833-4427 

Diane Luchese (410) 435-3424 Weekends only
Renata O’Reilly (410) 300-2710 Unavailable Sunday AM
Daniel Bennett Page (301) 946-0919 Weekends and evenings. cell: 301-821-7230, Cantor/organ/choral 

e-mail: DanielBennettPage@hotmail.com 
Michele Prokopchak (301) 989-2238 e-mail: mepschell@hotmail.com 
Lori Ramser (410) 922-2290 (Flute, voice, Cantor, organ) not available Sunday AM

e-mail:  staccato@comcast.net 
Frank Ritterman (410) 404-0040 Evenings and weekends.  e-mail:  fxr9@comcast.net 
George Sack (410) 821-0244 Available weekends only
Eleanor Timberlake (410) 730-3222
Susan Weisman (410) 830-1791 Weddings& Funerals   e-mail: 3weisman@comcast.net 

Please visit the National Headquarters Website for the 2008 Salary Guide showing a fee schedule for Wo rship
Services, Weddings and Funerals. Go to:   http://www.agohq.org/profession/indexsalary.html   



PLACEMENT SERVICE   – October, 2009
BRUCE EICHER

202 Cinder Road, Timonium, MD 21093
410-561-9948      E-mail:  BruceEicher@verizon.net
There is a non-refundable fee of $15 for all church listings.

FALLSTON  PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 600 Fallston
Road (PO Box 54) Fallston, MD 21047.  85-family
congregation seeking an Organist/Director for one weekly
service and one weekly rehearsal.   Approximately 17 hours
per week.  1985 Allen Digital Organ.  Salary: $15,000. 
Two weeks paid vacation.  Benefits include Continuing
Education, Music Allowance and Study Leave.  Contact: 
Susan Fiala, 410-893-0536.  (Aug.09)

MT. CARMEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH ,
2533 Mt. Carmel Road, Parkton, MD 21120.  75-member
congregation seeking an Organist (half-time) for one
weekly liturgy and one weekly rehearsal.  Approximately 8
hours per week.  8-rank, 2-manual Daffer Pipe Organ. 
Starting Salary: $100 per week.  Contact: Shirley Griest,
410-374-1072.  (Sept. 09)

THE NEW  WAVE SINGERS OF BALTIMORE, INC. ,
Maryland’s only auditioned GLBTS community chorus, is
searching for an Artistic Director for the 2009-2010 season. 
The chorus rehearses on Tuesdays at 7:00 - 9:30 PM from
September to June.  This is a 12-month, part-time,
contractor position that requires approximately 30 hours per
month.  Annual compensation is $7,200.00.   For a full 

AMERICAN GUILD OF ORGANISTS
Baltimore Chapter
307-B Charles Street Ave.
Towson, MD 21204

Address Service requested

description of the position please visit the organization’s
website at: www.newwavesingers.org    Please e-mail
resume, cover letter and references to:
directorsearch@newwavesingers.org (Aug. 09)

DICKEY MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,  
5116 Wetheredsville Road,  Baltimore, MD 21207.  115-
member church seeking Organist and Director for one
weekly service and brief rehearsal on Sunday morning.  
Approximately 11-12 hours per week.  Rodgers 1982 two-
manual organ.  Salary: $10,000-$12,000 per year with six
weeks of paid vacation.  Contact:  Phillip Branner, 410-486-
4665. E-mail:  philbranner@comcast.net  (Aug.09)

MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH,  1407 Bolton
Street, Baltimore, MD 21217.  400-member congregation
seeking an Organist/Director combined and a Pianist for a
Contemporary Service (not a requirement but a possibility
for position of Organist/Director.)  One traditional (and
possibly one Contemporary) service per week with one
weekly rehearsal.  Approximately 16 hours per week.  1923
3-manual  Casavant Freres Pipe Organ.  Salary: $15,000-
$17,000 per year.  Contact: Rev. Martha Macgill, 410-669-
0220.  (Sept. 09)


