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FROM OUR DEAN

Dear Colleagues,

Greetings in these beautiful summer days. I hope you have had, or
will have, an opportunity for vacation and a chance to get away from
the normal routine. We all need time to step away from our work and
gain a new perspective, time to be inspired by a conference or
workshop or performance, and time to be rejuvenated so that we can
start the program year with fresh ideas and excitement. If you haven’t
already this summer, I encourage you to pick up that book you’ve
wanted to read that has been sitting on the shelf for too long. Perhaps
you can use this last month of summer to start working on that piece
that you’ve wanted to learn. Use these slower days to meet up with
colleagues and share ideas for the year ahead. We will soon be busy
serving our congregations or schools, so be sure that you take time to
be restored in spirit before embarking on another year of service.

The calmer days of summer also provide a good opportunity to
get your planning done for the upcoming program year. If you are
responsible for choosing choral repertoire, don’t forget that we have a
“Choral Corner” where you can request to borrow an anthem. As
music budgets get tighter, consider borrowing that new anthem from
an AGO colleague rather than buying it. Just submit a request through
the Pipe & Pedal. If you’re introducing a new hymn this year, be sure
to read the wisdom shared with us in this month’s “Dear John”
column. His ideas and insights will make the process rewarding for
your congregation. And if you picked up some good tips or ideas at a
conference or workshop this summer, consider sharing them with the
chapter by submitting an article for the Pipe & Pedal.

In this month’s newsletter, you’ll see the listing of our programs
for the coming year. Please support your chapter by attending these
great events. There will be social time, concerts by stellar performers,
masterclass opportunities, a workshop to develop improvisation
skills, a members recital, and the anniversary celebration of an
instrument and the tenure of a dedicated Director of Music. Be sure to
place these events on your calendar right away, and be sure to thank
Jim Houston, sub-dean, and the program committee for their work in
putting all of this together.

I look forward to seeing you at our upcoming events! Take
advantage of these next few weeks for rest and relaxation!

Daniel



UPDATED: Make note of these dates!

Baltimore AGO Programs for the 2017-2018 Season

Sunday, September 24 - 4:00 to 6:00pm - Social Event
Home of Leigh and Henry Lowe, 503 Murdock Road 21212

Demonstration of “Hauptwerk” by Henry
Potluck finger food; drinks supplied by Chapter members

Saturday, October 14 - 9:30am to 12noon - Improvisation Workshop
Wm. Glenn Osborne, Director of Music

The Cathedral of Mary Our Queen, 5200 N. Charles Street 21210

Saturday, November 4 - 10:00am - Masterclass with Martin Jean, Yale University
Sunday, November 5 - 3:00pm - Martin Jean, 20th Anniversary Recital

of the Casavant Organ
Co-sponsored with First Lutheran Church, 3604 Chatham Road, Ellicott City 21043

Wayne Wold, Music Director, Host

December and January - no meetings

Sunday, February 11 - 4:00pm - Celebration of 125th Year of the Henry Niemann Organ
and 50 Years of James Houston as Organist/Director of Music

First Unitarian Church, Charles and Franklin Streets 21201

Sunday, April 15 - 3:00pm - Recital by Carol Williams
Brown Memorial Park Avenue Presbyterian Church

1316 Park Avenue 21217
Michael Britt, Minister of Music, Host
Co-sponsored with The Tiffany Series

Friday, April 27 - 8:00pm - Recital by Isabelle Demers, Baylor University
Zion Lutheran Church, 400 E. Lexington Church 21202

John Heizer, Organist/Director of Music, Host
Co-sponsored by Church and Patrick Murphy & Associates

Saturday, April 28 - 10:00am Masterclass with Isabelle Demers

Sunday, May 20 - 2:00 pm - 20th Anniversary of the French Organ Music Marathon
Chapter Members Recital co-sponsored with Grace United Methodist Church

5407 N. Charles Street 21210
Christopher Schroeder, Minister of Music, Host



Chapter election results
As a result of the recent election, three new members have been elected to the Executive Board, Class of

2020. They took office effective July 1, 2017 and will serve three-year terms on the board. They are:
Theo S. (Ted) Davis

Tandy (Ted) Dix
Donald Fries

The election results also confirmed that Jeanne Klusewitz is our new treasurer.
Completing the list of new people officially in leadership roles for the chapter is Louis Gephardt who is

our new webmaster and Placement Director.
We are grateful for their willingness to serve and look forward to their many contributions to the life of

the Baltimore AGO.
We are grateful to Louis Gephardt and Elaine Lindsay, for their willingness to appear on the slate as

candidates for the board.
Much appreciation to Deborah Woods, former treasurer, Ken Brown and Kathie Metz of the outgoing

Class of 2017, and Jonathan Parker, former Placement Director, for their efforts over the past several years.
The Baltimore Chapter AGO is richer for your involvement, and while no longer in official capacities, we know
you will stay involved!

Tom Spacht’s newest publication
Thomas Spacht is editor for the English translation of the booklet accompanying a new organ CD from

The Netherlands. The title of the CD is “Humble Regard” and comes from one of the movements of Jatékok
(meaning games) by the Hungarian composer György Kurtág, a pupil of Olivier Messiaen. The CD consists of
contemporary European organ music performed by Hugo Bakker (1985) on the monumental
Wolfferts/Heijneman organ at St. Martin’s Church in Zaltbommel, The Netherlands. Other composers include
Bengt Hambraeus (1938-2000), Jan Welmers (1937) and Peter-Jan Wagemans (1952).

Of the music presented on the CD, Bengt Hambraeus Livre d’Orgue, composed for the inauguration of
the 1981 Helmut Wolff organ in Redpath Hall at McGill University, is represented by the tierce en taille.
Mirroring that is Nicolas de Grigny’s 17th century organ setting of A solis ortis cardine, the Gregorian hymn
sung at Epiphany. Wagemans’ Fantasia super 721 is a six-movement work, a kind of parody, of Bach’s well-
known chorale prelude Erbarm Dich mein, O Herre Gott. Welmer’s composition subtitled “nachtmuziek" is
based on the chorale Von Gott wil ich nicht lassen, uniting the somewhat improbable elements of the baroque
language of Bach with the atonal idiom of Welmers. The overall purpose of the CD is to present compositions
designed to be played on historic organs, but which are also completely adaptable to modern instruments.

The organist, Hugo Bakker, studied church music, organ, harpsichord and music history at the
University of Leiden, the Rotterdam Conservatory, and the Lemmens Institute in Leuvain. He has won organ
competitions in Maassluis, and Pistoia (Italy) and was the 2014 recipient of the Sweelinck-Müller prize in The
Netherlands. He is organist at St. Martin’s Church in Zaltbommel and is author of an article on pre-Reformation
Dutch organ culture that appeared in The Organ Yearbook.

SUBSTITUTE LIST
The inclusion of names of musicians on the
Substitute List should not be considered an

endorsement by the chapter. The list is always
accessible on the chapter website:

www.baltimoreago.org.



Teaching new hymns

Dear John,
I hope to introduce a new hymn to my congregation this fall.
Any advice on how best to teach it to them?
Regards,

Sing a New Song

Dear Sing a New Song,

Evidently your parents chose your name from Psalm 96, where the Psalmist wrote: O sing to the Lord a new
song:…God’s wonders among all people. Church musicians are occasionally challenged by your name, particularly
in these days when new hymns and hymnals proliferate with seemingly increased frequency.

Perhaps a few ideas might facilitate the presentation of a new hymn to your congregation. Even if not eager to
adopt a new idea, new ritual, or new hymn, most people will be willing to make an honest attempt to do so if they
understand the reason. In the service leaflet or church newsletter, your short essay about the hymn’s background
information, the theological message of the new text, the context of its creation, personal history of the poet and
composer, and the specific reason for its choice for today’s service of worship will create interest and
understanding throughout the congregation. You might also mention that no finite set of songs can capture God’s
greatness, thereby requiring worshipers endlessly to invent new ones.

For advance study of the new text and tune before the service, consider sending members of your congregation the
electronic link to a recording of your choir or a soloist singing the hymn.

Consider creative ways to place the new hymn in context within the service:
 prepare an organ prelude based upon the tune
 alternatively perhaps improvise briefly upon that melody during the prelude
 invite a young instrumentalist from the congregation to play the hymn-tune while you accompany it on the

organ
 invite the children’s choir to sing the hymn during the prelude (If the children are able to sing it, the adults will

find a way to learn it also!)
 invite the pastor to intersperse short theological commentaries between stanzas of the new hymn
 perhaps repeat the hymn throughout the entire month, selecting a different method of presentation for each

Sunday.

Trying always to maintain a careful balance between old and new, known and unknown, comforting and
challenging, let us seek constantly to sing new songs to the Lord with cheerful countenance!

John Walker

Free to good home

Home Peloubet pump organ in good condition:
walnut case; bellows and keyboard

in good condition; all stops work except one.
Very playable.

Contact Fran Holman at fjholman@gmail.com



CHRIST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 8249 Jumpers Hole Road, Millersville, MD 21108. 410-647-0340
Three hundred member congregation is seeking an organist and choir director for one weekly service and one weekly
rehearsal. Seven hours per week. One adult choir of 4-5 members.
Instrument: Two manual 2001 Allen
Salary: $13,000. Annual music budget: $1500.
Vacation: 2 Weeks Paid
Other notes: Secretarial assistance, and off six weeks during the summer
Contact: Nancy Gardener at 410-647-2355
Ad placed: July 2017

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE MESSIAH 5801 Harford Road, Baltimore, MD 21214. 410-426-0709.
One hundred fifty member congregation is seeking an organist and music director for one weekly service and one weekly
rehearsal. 8-10 hours per week. One adult choir of 8 members with handbells.
Instrument: Three manual 1956 Casavant, rebuilt in 2015.
Salary: $10,500 - $13,000. Annual music budget: $500
Vacation: Two weeks
Other notes: Paid book/music allowance.
Contact: Rev. Timothy H. Grayson
Ad placed: July 2017.

ASHLAND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 116 Ashland Road, Cockeysville, MD 21030. 410-527-1844.
One hundred fifteen member congregation is seeking an organist and music director for one weekly service and one
weekly rehearsal. 20 hours per week. One chancel choir of 15 members and one contemporary praise team of 5 members
plus a children's choir at Christmas.
Instrument: Three manual Rodgers 940 organ from 1994.
Salary: $17,000. Annual music budget: $3,500.
Vacation: Four weeks paid
Other notes: Secretarial assistance, sick leave, continuing education function, and study/professional leave.
Contact: Carla Ulgen
Ad placed: June 2017

Noteworthy

MARYLAND STATE BOYCHOIR SUMMER SERIES
August 9 - Compline, 8 p.m.
August 13 - Summer Sing, Singers of all levels to brush up on Handel’s “Messiah.” Register at 5:00; rehearsal at

5:30; and concert at 7:30 p.m. Www.msbsummerseries.org Info@marylandstateboychoir.org
Maryland State Boychoir Center for the Arts, 3400 Norman Avenue, 410-554-8644

SATURDAY, AUGUST 26
 Monte Maxwell, Chapel Organist U.S. Naval Academy, in concert. Church of the Holy Trinity, 502 S. Morris

Street, Oxford, MD 21654. Office@holytrinityoxfordmd.org or 410-226-5134. 7:00 p.m.
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
 Joe Ricker, classical guitarist. Church of the Redeemer, 5603 N. Charles Street. Reception following. 5:00 p.m.

PLACEMENT SERVICE - JULY/AUGUST 2017
Placement@BaltimoreAGO.org

Louis R. Gephardt III
33 Admiral Boulevard
Dundalk, MD 21222

410-274-8316
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Membership renewals

& new directory
Registrar Sean O’Connor is busily reminding those who have not yet renewed

their membership in the AGO for the 2017-18 year to do so promptly! The
deadline to have your name included in the next chapter directory is

SEPTEMBER 15.

Please note that the information that will appear in our directory is what you provide to National when you
complete your ONCARD renewal. Our new directory will be downloaded from National’s database, so it

is up to you to be sure that phone numbers, church positions, etc. are current if you wish that information to
appear in our local directory. We no longer update from a local database.

DIRECTORY PUBLICATION GOAL: October 1

MUSIC DIRECTORS: Please note the September 15 deadline if you wish to purchase a page
in the directory to advertise your music events for the coming season.


