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Dear Colleagues,

It was two hundred years ago that the world was first introduced to the beloved carol “Silent Night.” The author of
the text, Josef Mohr, received housing and education through the church and music training as a chorister in the Salzburg
Cathedral choir before going to seminary. He wrote the original six verses of “Silent Night, Holy Night” in 1816 as a young
priest in Mariapfarr, located in the Salzburg province. He was appointed as assistant priest in Oberndorf from 1817-1819
and this is where he met Franz Gruber.

On Christmas Eve in 1818, two years after composing the text, Josef Mohr asked Franz Gruber to write a melody to
go along with his poem so that it could be sung at the mass that evening. Gruber was the schoolteacher, church caretaker, and
organist in nearby Arnsdorf, and in 1816 added the duties of being organist in Oberndorf as well. As the fifth of six children,
it was expected that he would follow in the family business of linen weaving but Gruber’s heart was set on music.
Thankfully he had schoolteachers who nurtured his passion for music and gave him lessons.

Gruber was asked to compose a simple tune that could be accompanied by guitar. There are multiple stories as to
why guitar was used rather than organ, and they range from a church mouse that chewed through the wind bellows of the
organ to flooding from the nearby river which caused damage to the organ. Whatever the actual reason, “Silent Night” was
first sung by Josef Mohr and Franz Gruber with guitar accompaniment on Christmas Eve in St. Nicholas Church in
Oberndorf near Salzburg two hundred years ago.

The original melody varies only slightly from what we sing today and both have a gentle, lullaby-like quality to
them. Perhaps this comforting, rocking nature is what has helped to make it so popular. The carol was composed in a time of
great difficulty. The Napoleonic wars had taken countless lives, ravaged the land, and destroyed the economy. It is in this
setting that “Silent Night” first brought solace and peace. But its familiar and nostalgic sound would continue to speak
through the horrors of war.

We have recently commemorated the 100th anniversary of the armistice of World War I. In the early stages of that
war, on Christmas of 1914, a truce occurred thanks to Christmas carols. Legend has it that in one area of the war a German
soldier and Berlin Opera tenor, Walter Birchhoff, began singing “Silent Night” in German and then in English. British
soldiers on the other side answered back and before long soldiers were walking into No Man’s Land singing carols,
conversing, playing soccer, and exchanging gifts.

In the documentary Dear America: Letters Home from Vietnam we hear the following:
At midnight on Christmas Eve…the whole area calmed and hushed and we could just hear one of the fire bases start
singing “Silent Night.” Then it was picked up by the other positions around us and by everyone. It echoed through
the valley for a long time and died out slowly. I’m positive it has seldom been sung with more gut feeling and pure
homesick emotion. A strange and beautiful thing in this terribly death-ridden land. It is something I will always
remember.
In the nightmare of war, it has been music – and here “Silent Night” – that reminds us of our shared humanity and

our plea for a world where “all is calm, all is bright,” and that sleeps “in heavenly peace.” Amid the mass shootings, the
violence on our streets, the constant political warfare, the racism, the fear-of-other, and so much more, we find comfort in
the innocence of this lullaby.

Many of you will be bringing peace and comfort to your congregation this season with familiar carols like “Silent
Night.” The familiarity and nostalgia of your music will be an important solace amid the chaos of the world. And many of
you are providing the encouragement and education to young musicians similar to what helped shape Josef Mohr and Franz
Gruber. You could be cultivating the skills of someone who will compose the next great hymn. We can’t fully know the
impact that we have on our congregations and students but rest assured that you are doing something important and
meaningful in this world.

Blessings to you and your work this season. Thank you for your part in bringing beauty and cheer to those around
you. Merry Christmas!

Daniel

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!



 
 
 

The Baltimore Chapter of the American Guild of Organists 
PRESENTS 

 
 

CHORAL CONDUCTING WORKSHOP 
WITH 

PHILIP STOPFORD 
ST. MARY’S SEMINARY 
5400 ROLAND AVENUE 
BALTIMORE, MD 21210 
 
 
 
 
 
10:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M. 
MONDAY, JANUARY 21ST 2019 
REGISTRATION BEGINS AT 9:30 A.M. 

 
 
Philip Stopford started his musical career in the United Kingdom as organ 
scholar in Truro Cathedral, Keble College, and Canterbury Cathedral, then 
moving on to assistant organist at Chester Cathedral.  In 2003, he became 
the organist and director of music at St. Anne Cathedral, Belfast, then in 
2010 focused on composing, conducting, and working with choirs around 
the globe.  Since 2016, Philip has lived on this side of the pond, taking a 

position of composer in residence, and later director of music,  
at Christ Church in Bronxville, New York. 

 
Visit Philip’s website for more detailed info: https://philipstopford.com  

 



 
 
 
 

A CHORAL CONDUCTING WORKSHOP 
with 

PHILIP STOPFORD 
 

 

Our choral workshop will be a great opportunity to get acquainted with Philip’s music, 
hear the stories behind the compositions, and take some singing and conducting tips 
back to our own lofts and chancels.  This workshop is designed for organists, choir 

directors, singers, and listeners alike.  
 

Here’s how to participate: 

Sing some of Philip’s compositions as part of the chorus 

Observe, listen, and follow along in the choral score 

Volunteer to conduct one of Philip’s compositions in a masterclass setting 

Philip will also be selling his CDs (cash only - $20) to take the music home with you! 

 
REGISTRATION INFORMATION: 

Name:         

Organization:        

Cell Phone:         

Email Address:        

Non-AGO members: $20.00 

Fee includes coffee and pastries  
during registration, and a boxed lunch 
 

Please email Sean O’Connor by January 14th, 2019 
at soconnor@baltimoreago.org to sign up, or mail form to: 
Sean O’Connor 
2801 N. Charles St. 
Baltimore, MD 21218  
 

Checks, made out to Baltimore Chapter of the American Guild of Organists, can be 
mailed or received the day of the event. 

Philip Stopford 
Workshop details: 
 

Monday,  
January 21st 2019 
 

Registration  
9:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 
 

Workshop  
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
 

St. Mary’s Seminary 
5400 Roland Avenue, 
Baltimore, MD 21210 
 

Registration Deadline: 
January 14th, 2019 
 
 



Thierry Mechler in review

On Friday evening, November 16, Thierry Mechler presented a concert of French music at the Cathedral

of Mary Our Queen. The program included works by Rameau, Fauré, Ravel, Debussy, and Poulenc. Virtually

all the pieces were transcriptions of works for piano or harpsichord. Mr. Mechler did a brilliant job of adapting

them to the organ. By using the full range of resources available to him at the Cathedral organ, he turned the

pieces into orchestral works. He used a multitude of solo and ensemble colors and progressed smoothly from

soft whispers to furious fortes.

The next morning in Griswold Hall at Peabody, Mr. Mechler gave a masterclass on improvisation. He

worked with three volunteers (Dalaie Choi, Jordan Prescott, and Glenn Osborne) to cover beginning,

intermediate and more advanced improvisation ideas. For beginning improvisation, he stressed simplicity and

freedom so the student can be inspired and develop a positive attitude towards improvising. As a student

acquires more skill, more specific tasks and more complicated forms can be tackled. Even as an improvisation

teacher and the advanced student for the class, I came away with items to practice. (Watch my time on the

bench on Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Du2YJgx78Q and

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_GzAy0ly2Mc

Mr. Mechler gave a fabulous concert and masterclass for the chapter, and as host for one of the venues,

I’d like to extend my thanks and gratitude to the chapter for inviting him.

Sincerely,

Wm. Glenn Osborne, Director of Music

Cathedral of Mary Our Queen

Many thanks to Glenn Osborne and the Cathedral of Mary Our Queen for hosting our November program. It

was a splendid evening. Thanks also to Sean O’Connor for creating the programs and arranging the lodging for

Thierry Mechler. For those who attended the Saturday improvisation masterclass, you can email Daniel Aune to

receive copies of the examples that were used.

PLACEMENT SERVICE -DECEMBER 2018
Placement@BaltimoreAGO.org

Louis R. Gephardt III
33 Admiral Boulevard

Dundalk, MD 21222 410-274-8316

ST. JOHNS LUTHERAN CHURCH - posted August 19, 2018
Address: 300 W. Maple Road, Linthicum, MD 21090 Phone: (410) 859-0020
Contemporary Music Director
Size of Congregation: 400
Contact Name: Jane Bowie Phone: (410) 859-0020 Email: jbowie@sjlc.org
Number of weekly liturgies or services: 1 Number of weekly rehearsals: 1
Number of music ensembles: 1 Average size of ensembles: 10
Total hours per week: 15
Type of instrument(s): Keyboard Number of keyboards: 1
Music budget this fiscal year: $2000
Annual Minimum Salary: $15,000



Taizé Workshop
There are two great reasons to plan to be at St. Mary’s Ecumenical Institute for the Martin Luther

King, Jr. holiday weekend. The first is our wonderful chapter event where you have the

opportunity to work with noted sacred choral composer Philip Stopford

The second happens just two days before our chapter workshop. The Ecumenical Institute is

presenting a Taizé Workshop

Brother John from the Taizé community. Registratio

at http://www.stmarys.edu/experience

weekend!

CHAPTER DIRECTORY
Thanks to the efforts of Registrar Chris Schroeder and Sub Dean Sean O’Connor, you can expect

to receive our 2018-2019 membership directory via email very soon! It should be very simple to

print the PDF formatted file so that you can make as many copies as your

etc. If you must have a hard copy, please email Chris Schroeder,

Mid Atlantic Regional Convention

Cherry Hill, Haddonfield, Moorestown and Atlantic City in South Jersey

https://ago.southjersey2019.org

There are two great reasons to plan to be at St. Mary’s Ecumenical Institute for the Martin Luther

King, Jr. holiday weekend. The first is our wonderful chapter event where you have the

opportunity to work with noted sacred choral composer Philip Stopford on Monday, January 21.

The second happens just two days before our chapter workshop. The Ecumenical Institute is

Taizé Workshop on Saturday, January 19 from 2:30-7:30 pm

community. Registration is required and more details can be found

http://www.stmarys.edu/experience-spirituality-hospitality-taize. Two great experiences in one

CHAPTER DIRECTORY
the efforts of Registrar Chris Schroeder and Sub Dean Sean O’Connor, you can expect

2019 membership directory via email very soon! It should be very simple to

print the PDF formatted file so that you can make as many copies as your desire for home, office,

If you must have a hard copy, please email Chris Schroeder, cschroeder@baltimoreago.org

Mid Atlantic Regional Convention

June 30 through July 3, 2019

Haddonfield, Moorestown and Atlantic City in South Jersey

Exciting details on the website:

https://ago.southjersey2019.org

There are two great reasons to plan to be at St. Mary’s Ecumenical Institute for the Martin Luther

King, Jr. holiday weekend. The first is our wonderful chapter event where you have the

on Monday, January 21.

The second happens just two days before our chapter workshop. The Ecumenical Institute is

7:30 pm with special presenter

n is required and more details can be found

. Two great experiences in one

the efforts of Registrar Chris Schroeder and Sub Dean Sean O’Connor, you can expect

2019 membership directory via email very soon! It should be very simple to

desire for home, office,

cschroeder@baltimoreago.org.

Haddonfield, Moorestown and Atlantic City in South Jersey



Noteworthy
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5

• Service of Advent Lessons and Carols sung by the talented trio of Sarah Berger, Rebecca Berger and Rebecca
Trout. Christ Lutheran Church, 701 S. Charles Street. Free parking in the church’s garage, Arrow Parking, on
Lee Street. 7:15 p.m.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9
• Emmanuel, God with Us - sacred music of Advent and Christmas. QUORUS, professional men’s vocal ensemble

and St. Joseph music ministers, Dr. Lynn Trapp. St. Joseph Catholic Church, 100 Church Lane, Cockeysville.
4:00 p.m.

• Brass and Organ concert with Michael Britt, organ and BSO Brass musicians. Brown Memorial Presbyterian
Church, 3120 Park Ave. (Bolton Hill). 7:00 p.m.

• Traditional Christmas Concert featuring the Chancel, Youth and Children’s Choirs accompanied by flute,
trumpet, organ. Grace United Methodist Church, 5407 N. Charles Street. 1:00 p.m.

• Advent Lessons and Carols by the combined choirs of Ascension and St. Mary of the Assumption Govans.
Ascension Lutheran Church, 7601 York Road, 4:00 p.m.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14
• Festival of Lessons and Carols presented by St. Joseph Music Ministry including congregational caroling and all

choirs with Baltimore String Quartet. St. Joseph Catholic Community, 915 Liberty Road, Eldersburg. 7:00 p.m.
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15

• Messiah by the Handel Choir of Baltimore, with period instruments, Brian Bartoldus, conducting. Tickets:
www.handelchoir.org. Grace United Methodist Church, 5407 N. Charles Street. 7:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16
• Candlelight Choral Concert by the Sanctuary Choir with Jacqueline Pollauf, harp. Respighi’s Laud to the

Nativity. Free will offering. First & Franklin Presbyterian Church, 210 W. Madison Street. 4:00 p.m.
• Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols with the Redeemer Choir, the Choir School of Baltimore and

instruments. Church of the Redeemer, 5603 N. Charles Street. 5:00 p.m.
• Hafenmusik: Music by the Harbor presents the Parkway Brass in a concert of holiday favorites for brass quintet.

Christ Lutheran Church, 701 S. Charles Street. Reception to follow. Free parking in church’s garage, Arrow
Parking, on Lee Street. 2:30 p.m.

• Lessons and Carols accompanied by organ, brass and handbells, sung in a candlelight setting to celebrate the joy
of the Christmas season. Free will offering. Cathedral of Mary Our Queen, 5200 N. Charles Street. 4:00 p.m.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16; SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22; and SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23
• Maryland State Boychoir in the traditional service of Nine Lessons and Carols at the Maryland State Boychoir

Center for the Arts, 3400 Norman Ave. For tickets: 410-554-8644. Sunday concerts at 4:00 p.m.; Saturday at
7:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19
• The Maryland State Boychoir in a performance of Christmas music and other great choral works at Calvary

Lutheran Church, 2625 E. Northern Parkway. Free will offering. 7:00 p.m.
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23

• A Service of Lessons and Carols by the Grace Chancel, Youth and Sunday School Children’s Choirs. Grace
United Methodist Church, 5407 N. Charles Street. 10:00 a.m.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 6
• Evensong for Epiphany by the choirs of Epiphany Church, Timonium and Redeemer at the Church of the

Redeemer, 5603 N. Charles Street, 5:00 p.m.
• “Greccio” Christmas Nativity Service by the choirs of Archbishop Curley High School, Church of the Immaculate

Heart of Mary, 8501 Loch Raven Blvd. Free will offering. 4:00 p.m.
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135 Hollow Brook Road
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BALTIMORE CHAPTER AMERICAN GUILD OF ORGANISTS

OFFICERS
Co-Deans: Daniel Aune Henry Lowe

Sub Dean: Sean O’Connor
Secretary: Joseph Martenzcuk
Treasurer: Jeanne Klusewitz

Registrar: Christopher Schroeder

EXECUTIVE BOARD
Class of 2019: Stephen Harouff, Wm. Glenn Osborne, Marvin Mills
Class of 2020: Theo S. (Ted) Davis, Tandy (Ted) Dix, Donald Fries

Class of 2021: Joy Bauer, Judith Daffer, Kathie Metz

PLACEMENT – SUB LIST
Louis Gephardt

Placement@baltimoreago.org
For forms and further information see our website: www.baltimoreago.org
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Kitty Allen, Editor
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