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Looking back - Looking ahead
Dear colleagues,

As we enter 2019, I would like to share some thoughts which center around two chorales from the
Orgelbuchlein; numbers 16 and 17, respectively, “Das alte jahr vergangen ist” (The old year now hath passed
away) BWV 614, and “In dir ist freude” (In Thee is gladness), BWV 615.

Below are the texts of stanza one from each of the chorales translated by Catherine Winkworth who,
by many accounts, is “the most gifted translator of any foreign sacred lyrics into our tongue, after Dr. Neale
and John Wesley; and in practical services rendered, taking quality with quantity, the first of those who have
labored upon German hymns. Our knowledge of them is due to her more largely than to any or all other
translators; and by her two series of Lyra Germanic, her Chorale Book, and her Christian Singers of Germany,
she has laid all English-speaking Christians under lasting obligation,”...(Annotations of the Hymnal, Charles
Hutchins, M.A., 1872…)

In the first, Bach portrays a reflective sadness by the passing of the old year with his use of
chromaticism, coloratura style and sharp dissonants. The result is a calm, quiet rendering which directs
performer and listener alike to melancholic thoughts of the past.

The old year now hath passed away;
We thank Thee, O our God today,

That Thou hast kept us through the year,
When danger and distress were near.

The second is diametrically opposed to the first, with an expression of the utmost joy and happiness
over the advent of the new year by means of rhythmic figures and exuberant scale passages, thus creating an
irresistible sense of excitement.

In Thee is gladness
Amid all sadness,

Jesu, sunshine of my heart.
By Thee are given

The gifts of heaven,
Thou the true Redeemer art.

Our souls Thou weakest,
Our bonds Thou breakest,

Who trusts Thee surely
Hath built securely,

He stands forever. Alleluia!
Our hearts are pining

To see Thy shining,
Dying or living,

To Thee are cleaving,
Nought can us sever. Alleluia!

I commend to you these two beautiful musical settings as you ponder the old and welcome the new
with the hope that all of us are able look back on 2018 with a sense of thankfulness while we embrace 2019
with joy, happiness and excited anticipation.

[continued on next page]



God of time and eternity,
as we enter this new year

day by day
Open us to your new age.

(New Zealand Prayer Book)
Happy New Year!
Henry

PLACEMENT SERVICE – JANUARY 2019
placement@BaltimoreAGO.org

Louis R. Gephardt III
33 Admiral Boulevard, Dundalk, MD 21222

410-274-8316

SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH – posted December 7, 2018
Address: 3825 Norrisville Road, Jarrettsville, MD 21084 Phone: 410-557-6612
Organist, Choir Director
Size of Congregation: <99
Contact name: Lynn Cox Phone: 410-557-8614 Email: niclyn6@aol.com
Number of weekly services or liturgies: 1 number of weekly rehearsals: 1
Number of music ensembles: 1 average size of ensemble: 12
Total hours per week: 15
Type of instrument: Rodgers organ
Annual minimum salary: $15,000 Annual maximum salary: $15,500
Position includes: Books, Music Allowance

ST. JOHNS LUTHERAN CHURCH - posted August 19, 2018
Address: 300 W. Maple Road, Linthicum, MD 21090 Phone: (410) 859-0020
Contemporary Music Director
Size of Congregation: 400
Contact Name: Jane Bowie Phone: (410) 859-0020 Email: jbowie@sjlc.org
Number of weekly liturgies or services: 1 Number of weekly rehearsals: 1
Number of music ensembles: 1 Average size of ensembles: 10
Total hours per week: 15
Type of instrument(s): Keyboard Number of keyboards: 1
Music budget this fiscal year: $2000
Annual Minimum Salary: $15,000

TAIZÉ WORKSHOP
There are two great reasons to plan to be at St. Mary’s Ecumenical Institute for the Martin Luther

King, Jr. holiday weekend. The first is our wonderful chapter event where you have the
opportunity to work with noted sacred choral composer Philip Stopford on Monday, January 21.

The second happens just two days before when the E. I. is presenting a Taizé Workshop on
Saturday, January 19 from 2:30 – 7:30 pm with special presented Brother John from the Taizé

community. Registration is required and more details may be found at
http://www.stmarys.edu/experience-spirituality-hospitality-taize.

Two great experiences in one weekend!



 
 
 

The Baltimore Chapter of the American Guild of Organists 
PRESENTS 

 
 

CHORAL CONDUCTING WORKSHOP 
WITH 

PHILIP STOPFORD 
ST. MARY’S SEMINARY 
5400 ROLAND AVENUE 
BALTIMORE, MD 21210 
 
 
 
 
 
10:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M. 
MONDAY, JANUARY 21ST 2019 
REGISTRATION BEGINS AT 9:30 A.M. 

 
 
Philip Stopford started his musical career in the United Kingdom as organ 
scholar in Truro Cathedral, Keble College, and Canterbury Cathedral, then 
moving on to assistant organist at Chester Cathedral.  In 2003, he became 
the organist and director of music at St. Anne Cathedral, Belfast, then in 
2010 focused on composing, conducting, and working with choirs around 
the globe.  Since 2016, Philip has lived on this side of the pond, taking a 

position of composer in residence, and later director of music,  
at Christ Church in Bronxville, New York. 

 
Visit Philip’s website for more detailed info: https://philipstopford.com  

 



 
 
 
 

A CHORAL CONDUCTING WORKSHOP 
with 

PHILIP STOPFORD 
 

 

Our choral workshop will be a great opportunity to get acquainted with Philip’s music, 
hear the stories behind the compositions, and take some singing and conducting tips 
back to our own lofts and chancels.  This workshop is designed for organists, choir 

directors, singers, and listeners alike.  
 

Here’s how to participate: 

Sing some of Philip’s compositions as part of the chorus 

Observe, listen, and follow along in the choral score 

Volunteer to conduct one of Philip’s compositions in a masterclass setting 

Philip will also be selling his CDs (cash only - $20) to take the music home with you! 

 
REGISTRATION INFORMATION: 

Name:         

Organization:        

Cell Phone:         

Email Address:        

Non-AGO members: $20.00 

Fee includes coffee and pastries  
during registration, and a boxed lunch 
 

Please email Sean O’Connor by January 14th, 2019 
at soconnor@baltimoreago.org to sign up, or mail form to: 
Sean O’Connor 
2801 N. Charles St. 
Baltimore, MD 21218  
 

Checks, made out to Baltimore Chapter of the American Guild of Organists, can be 
mailed or received the day of the event. 

Philip Stopford 
Workshop details: 
 

Monday,  
January 21st 2019 
 

Registration  
9:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 
 

Workshop  
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
 

St. Mary’s Seminary 
5400 Roland Avenue, 
Baltimore, MD 21210 
 

Registration Deadline: 
January 14th, 2019 
 
 



DEAR JOHN
(Sequel to column from November 2018)

Dear John: I would like to introduce my congregation to organ masterworks during the
service; but to accommodate the limited available time for prelude and postlude, I feel
compelled to select shorter and less substantial works. What might I do?

-- Stacey Stymied

Dear Stacey Stymied,

Over the course of many centuries we find helpful indications from composers who suggested
abbreviations and other modifications of their compositions to tailor them to liturgical
requirements. Jean Titelouze (1563-1633), organist at the Cathedral of Rouen and composer of
the earliest known publications of French organ music, in the Preface to his Magnificats writes
that the organist may shorten any verset during the service by substituting the printed cadence
with one on the final (i.e. tonic). According to his prefaces, Titelouze was concerned with
making his pieces easier to play and playable by hands alone. He goes as far as suggesting, in the
preface to Hymnes, to alter the music if it is too difficult to play!

Many other opportunities exist to extract portions of larger works for liturgical use. Thanks to
Tom Spacht for his helpful suggestion that “probably almost too obvious are movements from
any of the Mendelssohn organ sonatas, as well as the preludes and fugues which can be
separated as prelude and/or postlude. Some shorter movements from Messiaen works may be
selected.”

One such portion is the toccata which forms the second half of Messiaen’s Dieu parmi nous (God
among us). Since the composer himself regarded the first half of this work as an introduction, the
toccata, beginning in measure 60, might function as a brilliant postlude to a Christmas service.
(Start to prepare it now for next December!)

Likewise with sets of variations, we might choose certain movements for particular occasions.
From Marcel Dupré’s Variations sur un Noel, the concluding fugue and finale make a rousing
postlude during the Christmas season.

Other French compositions which may be abbreviated successfully include Eugène Gigout, Grand
Choeur Dialogué, in which one may make a cut from measure 44 to measure 67; and Louis
Vierne, Carillon de Westminster, in which a cut may be effectively made from measure 34 to
measure 60.

In the spirit of Titelouze and Frescobaldi, I encourage each of us to discover creative ways to
present organ masterworks to our congregations within localized time constraints. Doing so will
fulfill our paramount role as music educator within each of our parishes.

- John Walker



Noteworthy
SUNDAY, JANUARY 6

+ Evensong for Epiphany by the choirs of Epiphany Church, Timonium and Redeemer at the Church of the
Redeemer, 5603 N. Charles Street, 5:00 p.m.

+ “Greccio” Christmas Nativity Service by the choirs of Archbishop Curley High School, Church of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary, 8501 Loch Raven Blvd. Free will offering. 4:00 p.m.
SUNDAY, JANUARY 13

+ Duo Organ Recital featuring Henry Lowe and Mary Hamlin-Spencer. Reception following. Epiphany
Episcopal Church, 2216 Pot Spring Road, Timonium. 5:00 p.m.
SUNDAY, JANUARY 20

+ Childhood Memories of the Holocaust: A Cantata – “We will not be bullied again.” A presentation by teens
and adults, directed by Stephanie Gurwitz. Suggested donation $10. Grace United Methodist Church, 5407 N. Charles
St. 3:00 p.m.

+ Service of Celebration and Festival Concert honoring Nancy Stavely, organist and choirmaster on occasion of
her retirement following 30 years of service to St. John’s. St. John’s Episcopal Church, 9120 Frederick Road, Ellicott
City. 4:00 p.m.
SUNDAY, JANUARY 27

+ Kinga Augustyn, violin in program by Bach, Kreisler, Paganini, Berio and others. Community Concerts at
second, 4200 St. Paul Street. 3:30 p.m.

+ Faculty Organ Recital by Wayne L. Wold, DMA, AAGO. Coffman Chapel at Hood College, 401 Rosemont
Ave., Frederick. Free admission. 3:00 p.m.
TUESDAY, JANUARY 29

+ The Peabody Organ Department presents Paul Byssainthe, Jr. in a degree recital featuring works by Duruflé, de
Grigny, Vierne and Widor. Free admission. Peabody Conservatory of Music Griswold Hall, 1 E. Mt. Vernon Place.
Parking available on the street or in the Peabody Garage, 606 St. Paul Street. 6:30 p.m.
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 3

+ Hafenmusik: Music by the Harbor presents the Peabody Harp Department in “Awake the Harp: featuring music
by Debussy, Chopin, Farkas, Bach and more. Christ Lutheran Church, 701 S. Charles Street. Reception to follow. Free
parking in the church’s garage e, Arrow Parking, on Lee Street. 2:30 p.m.
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 10

+ U. S. Army Field Band Soldiers Chorus in varied program both a cappella and accompanied. Church of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary, 8501 Loch Raven Blvd. Free will offering. 4:00 p.m.

+ Chamber Music by Candlelight with musicians from the BSO. Works of Bach, Debussy, Jolivet and Brahms.
Community Concerts at second, 4200 St. Paul Street. 7:30 p.m.

Directory Changes
Renewed member:

Stephen G. Heaver, Jr., BMus
500 Woodlawn Road
Baltimore, MD 21210
sgheaver@aol.com 410-235-6144

Email for Richard Wegner is invalid

Add zipcode for Paul Wright: 20850

New organists’ website
Organmixtures.com is a new website, free for organists. It is historical, as well as zany and fun. Robert Thompson
purchased the copyright license from Theodore Presser Publishers to print short quotes and pictures from “The Etude”
music journals from 1911-1939, non-inclusive.

Robert M. Thompson, A.Mus.D.
Former St. Olaf College Chapel Organist and Professor of Organ and Harpsichord
Retired from 20 years as Choirmaster/Organist All Souls’ Episcopal Church, San Diego
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