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Elevating the art
Dear Colleagues,

We had a wonderful time at St. Mary’s Seminary on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day as we sang through anthems
with Philip Stopford. What a treat to sing through a work with the composer present and hear his thoughts and
insights as to why he used certain compositional techniques. Much was learned about how to run efficient
rehearsals and get the most from your choristers, and I’m sure a few of us found one or two new anthems we’ll add
to our choral library. It was a great day and I am so thankful to everyone who made it possible – Sean O’Connor,
who had the idea for the event and coordinated all of the details; Paul Binko for hosting us in the beautiful and
reverberant space at St. Mary’s; Michael Britt and Jordan Prescott for serving as accompanists; and all of the
chapter members and their choristers and friends who made up the fantastic (and surprisingly balanced) choir.

Unfortunately, it is rare to attend a choral reading session these days and hear quality anthems for organ and choir.
It’s even hard to find good a cappella music being written. Many publishers these days are looking for what will
sell or has the “right sound” for today’s market. Not concerned with raising the intellectual or artistic standard,
they are often influenced by culture’s demand for being entertained.

I’ve recently been re-reading portions of Marva Dawn’s Reaching Out without Dumbing Down. It’s a classic from
a while ago that still speaks truth in today’s culture. In her chapter on music she references Exit Interviews by
William Hendricks. He asks the question, “Why is it that so many churches – which once were a fountainhead of
the arts and culture – now seem to many artists like cultural wastelands?” He also strikingly comments:

It has been said that in ancient Greece, art killed religion; later in Christian Europe, religion
killed art. That alone is worth some reflection. But we can add that in modern America,
entertainment is killing both art and religion – a situation that leaves very little space for the
Christian artist.

As church musicians, what is our role in this debate? As a guild that is devoted to excellence in organ and choral
music, a part of our job is to search out the highest quality repertoire. It does exist for all sizes of choirs and voice
distribution. It is harder to find, but worth the search. We can’t rely solely on whatever the publishers mail us,
because for many their concern is selling quantity rather than quality. It’s our role to question the motivation of
only considering attendance numbers as quantification for meaningful worship, to contest aspects of
consumerism and entertainment in our liturgies, and it’s our role to educate our congregations on what is required
of music proper for worship.

As well, we shouldn’t underestimate our congregations and their ability to appreciate art. It is our calling to offer
the very best that we can in worship and to create an “other” space that transforms the world rather than conforms
to it. As church musicians in today’s culture, that can mean challenging the norms and raising the standards.
When we do, our congregations often appreciate it and their faith is enriched by the “new dimension in the world
of sound.”

Blessings as you lead your church’s song, and as we elevate art above entertainment.

Daniel



The Stopford Workshop, in review. . .
I enjoyed Philip’s simple and clear approach to both composing and music making. All of the scores

were clearly marked so that time was not spent on phrasing and cutoffs. But most of all I enjoyed watching him
work with the group because of his demeanor; he was very confident, sarcastic and witty, but always positive and
upbeat. He is a great example of how you can still have fun but expect a lot out of a group. Many of the
strategies he suggested were very useful, but simple. My favorite pieces that we read through were “Do Not Be
Afraid,” a lush and peaceful setting of a lovely poem, and his setting of Psalm 150, which had effervescent organ
writing, and beautifully written choral lines. Thanks for a great day of music-making!

Amy Broadbent

On a cold, blustery but sunny Martin Luther King, Jr.
holiday, Baltimore AGO members and their friends, totaling about
50 individuals, gathered at the beautiful St. Mary’s Seminary
for a wonderful workshop presented by the dynamic and
talented Philip Stopford. Philip led a very informative workshop
that included wonderful reminders of good rehearsal and conducting
techniques as those gathered sang through his anthem
compositions. I was very impressed with the accessibility of his
anthems and how well-crafted they were in their composition. Visit
Philip’s website at http://philipstopford.com to peruse or order his
compositions.

There was much collegial connection over breakfast catered
by Panera Bread and lunch from Carrabas. It was really a great
gathering of supportive and appreciative colleagues! Many thanks
to the workshop organizers, Sean O’Connor and Joseph
Martenczuk; to our host, Paul Binko and the community at St.
Mary’s Seminary; to our accomplished accompanists, Jordan
Prescott and Michael Britt, and to our brave conductors, Amy
Broadbent, Glenn Osborne and Rob Barbarino! Your service and
ministry were greatly appreciated!

Christopher Schroeder

FROM THE ANNAPOLIS CHAPTER
On Monday, March 25 at 7:00 p.m., the Annapolis Chapter of the AGO is sponsoring a Choral Music Reading

Workshop, to be held at Woods Memorial Presbyterian Church in Severna Park. The presenter will be JoAnn Kulesza.
Ms. Kulesza has been a church organist and choir director since her high school years at several churches including St.
John’s Lutheran in Essex and St. Joseph’s Church in Detroit. She is currently Director of Music at Eastport United
Methodist and the Musical Director of the Opera Theatre Program at the Peabody Conservatory. Additionally, she is the
Music Director of the Arundel Vocal Arts Society.

We invite you to join us as she presents a variety of sacred choral music, as well as insights into the work of
directing church choirs. Please see the registration form in this issue for more information.

We request that you mail your registration form, with payment, by March 5. Please contact Betsy Lord at
703-517-3995 or sing2lord@hotmail.com with any questions.

Betsy Lord, C.A.G.O., Sub Dean

“Music makes life better. Music is neither a luxury nor a frill—it is a necessity! It is rich.

It is imaginative. And it is for everyone.” Gregor Piatigorsky

FREE ORGAN
1970’s Baldwin organ with port for headphones, includes headphones and bench. Is located in Freeland, MD.

Contact Cathy Schultz – 410-446-5865. To get photos, email her at c.schultzpo3@att.net.



Save the Date for our Next Chapter Event- March 30, 2019 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
for a local organ crawl featuring the organs of Baltimore builder, Henry Niemann. Our crawl will include

the instruments of Old Otterbein United Methodist Church, St. Thomas Aquinas R. C. Church, First Unitarian
Church and St. Leo R. C. Church with lunch at La Tavola in Little Italy in between. This should be an enjoyable
day to see and learn about some of the most historic churches in our city, not to mention get acquainted with the

treasured opuses of Henry Niemann. Look for details and sign up information.

+ + + +

PLACEMENT SERVICE – FEBRUARY 2019
placement@BaltimoreAGO.org

Louis R. Gephardt III
33 Admiral Boulevard, Dundalk, MD 21222

410-274-8316

ST. MARK’S ON THE HILL EPISCOPAL CHURCH – posted January 24, 2019
Address: 1620 Reisterstown Road, Pikesville, MD 21208 Phone: 443-570-7623
ORGANIST, CHOIR DIRECTOR
Size of Congregation: <99
Contact: Rev. Julia A. Fritts Phone: 443-570-7623 Email: juliafritts@gmail.com
Number of weekly services or liturgies: 1 Number of weekly rehearsals: 1
Number of music ensembles: 1 Average ensemble size: 4
Total hours per week: 10
Type of Instrument: 1984 Karl Wilhelm Opus 93, 2 manuals, 23 ranks
Music budget this fiscal year: $1,800
Annual Minimum Salary: $10,000
This position includes: Secretarial assistance, Book/music allowance, Study/professional leave

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD – Posted January 16, 2019
Address: 1515 Emmorton Road, Bel Air, MD 21014 Phone: 410-838-8081
ORGANIST, CHOIR DIRECTOR
Size of Congregation: 1000+
Contact: Randy Talbott Phone: 410-627-3956 Email: rstalbott4@gmail.com
Number of weekly services or liturgies: 3 Number of weekly rehearsals: 3
Number of music ensembles: 3 Average ensemble size: 20
Total hours per week: 30
Type of Instrument: 1988 Wicks, 12 ranks, Kohler & Campbell
Music budget this fiscal year: $6,500
Annual Minimum Salary: $40,000
This position includes: Secretarial assistance, Sick leave, Continuing education/Professional development funding,
Book/music allowance, Study/professional leave

SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH – posted December 7, 2018
Address: 3825 Norrisville Road, Jarrettsville, MD 21084 Phone: 410-557-6612
ORGANIST, CHOIR DIRECTOR
Size of Congregation: <99
Contact name: Lynn Cox Phone: 410-557-8614 Email: niclyn6@aol.com
Number of weekly services or liturgies: 1 number of weekly rehearsals: 1
Number of music ensembles: 1 average size of ensemble: 12
Total hours per week: 15
Type of instrument: Rodgers organ
Annual minimum salary: $15,000 Annual maximum salary: $15,500
Position includes: Books, Music Allowance



The TOP 10 REASONS you should attend the  
2019 AGO Mid-Atlantic Convention in South Jersey 

• Performers include a spate of national and international STARS, including Daniel Roth from St. 
Sulpice in Paris, France, and Istvan Ruppert, organ professor at the Franz Liszt Academy of Music 
in Budapest.  

• Haddonfield was recently chosen the Best Historic Small Town in the Country,” by USA Today, 
and Reader’s Digest named it “The Most Charming Small Town in New Jersey.” 

• You’ll hear the World’s Largest Pipe Organ in Atlantic City. With 7 manuals and 33,112 pipes, With 
Carol Williams at the console, its sound will astound and thrill you! 

• The Philadelphia Organ Quartet will perform a recital on four organs. The organists are Peter 
Richard Conte, Wanamaker Grand Court Organist; Rudy Lucente, Assistant Organist of the 
Wanamaker Organ; Colin Howland, Music Director of Tenth Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia; 
and Monte Maxwell, Chapel Organist of the Naval Academy in Annapolis. 

•  Outstanding STARS from the USA will include Alan Morrison, organ professor at The Curtis 
Institute; Eric Plutz, Princeton University Organist; Monica Czausz, rising superstar; Carol 
Williams, who will premiere a toccata she has written for the Boardwalk Hall Organ; Nathan 
Avakian, renowned Theatre Organist; and Erik and Anna Meyer, an outstanding organ - flute duo 
from St. Martin-in-the-Fields Church in Philadelphia. 

• A moving service about slave life and spirituals will be held 
in the historic Haddonfield Quaker Meeting House, which 
was actively involved in the Undergraound Railroad. 
Leading the service will be Dr. Eileen Guenther, and 
Metropolitan Opera Mezzo-Soprano Barbara Dever will 
sing spirituals, accompanied by Eric Plutz.  

• Two commissioned pieces will be performed: Evelyn 
Larter has written an anthem, “Glory to the Righteous 
One,” for SATB, optional mezzo-soprano solo, optional 
brass quintet, and organ; and Dan Locklair will be on 
hand for the premiere of his work, “Angels,” Two Short 
Tone Poems for Organ. 

• Superb workshop presenters, including Dr. Christopher 
Daly, “Bach and the Reformation”; Dr. Eileen Guenther, 
“Code Songs and the Underground Railroad”; Dr. Deborah 
Simpkin King, Morningstar Choral Reading Session; Dr. 
Ann Labounsky, “Jean Langlais: A 28-Year Perspective on 
His Life, Legacy and Music”; Alan Morrison, “Practicing 
with Efficiency and Creativity”; Dr. Istvan Ruppert, “Liszt 
and Hungarian Organ Music”; Glenn Rodgers, “The FTC 
Ruling”; Marvin Mills, Organ Repertoire for Worship”; and 
Victoria Sirota, “Clergy and Musicians Working Together 
in God’s Holy House.” 

• Special services will include choral music performed by the 
MasterChorale from First United Methodist Church of 
Haddonfield and the Youth Choir of First Presbyterian 
Church in Moorestown. 

• It will be a thrilling, inspiring convention!  



* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Come join us in singing fresh, new choral music that will inspire you and your singers. You are invited to
bring up to four singers from your church. R
Attendees will receive a packet of music to keep.

Name: ___________________________________________________________________

Church: __________________________________________________

Email: ___________________________________________________________________

Cell Phone:____________________________________________________________________

These singers from my choir will also be attending:

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Please mail this form and your payment of $12 per person
by March 5 to:

Betsy Lord
1385 Patuxent Ridge Rd.
Odenton, MD 21113

Please make check payable to Annapolis Chapter AGO

Annapolis Chapter
American Guild of Organists

Choral Music Reading Session

JoAnn Kulesza, presenter

Monday, March 25, 2019
7:00 – 8:30 pm

Woods Memorial Presbyterian Church
611 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd.

Severna Park, MD
(Host: David Merrill)

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Registration Form

Come join us in singing fresh, new choral music that will inspire you and your singers. You are invited to
singers from your church. Registration is $12 per person; $15 if paid after March 5.

Attendees will receive a packet of music to keep.

______________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

These singers from my choir will also be attending:

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Please mail this form and your payment of $12 per person

se make check payable to Annapolis Chapter AGO.

Annapolis Chapter
American Guild of Organists

Choral Music Reading Session

Ann Kulesza, presenter

Monday, March 25, 2019
8:30 pm

Woods Memorial Presbyterian Church
611 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd.

Severna Park, MD 21146
David Merrill)

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Come join us in singing fresh, new choral music that will inspire you and your singers. You are invited to
egistration is $12 per person; $15 if paid after March 5.

_________

___________

_________

_____________



Noteworthy
.
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 10

 U. S. Army Field Band Soldiers Chorus in varied program of both a cappella and accompanied selections.
Church of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 8501 Loch Raven Blvd. Free will offering. 4:00 p.m.

 Chamber Music by Candlelight with musicians from the BSO. Works of Bach, Debussy, Jolivet and
Brahms. Community Concerts at second, 4200 St. Paul Street. 7:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17
 Hymn Festival: The Peaceable Kingdom – hymns, anthems and spoken word in response to immigrants,

refugees and displaced persons crisis; choirs of Christ Lutheran and Grace at Grace United Methodist
Church, 5407 N. Charles Street. Free will offering. 3:00 p.m.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 24
 Sam Post, piano & Kassia Music Collective. Community Concerts at Second, 4200 St. Paul Street. 3:30

p.m.
 Maryland State Boychoir in an African-American Celebration at Whitestone Baptist Church, 3001 Baker

Street. Free will offering. 3:00 p.m.
SUNDAY, MARCH 3

 Richard Frey, organist, in recital on George Jardine tracker organ. Nicarry Meetinghouse at Cross Keys
Village, 2990 Carlisle Pike, New Oxford, PA 17350. 2:30 p.m.

 Dedication Recital of the Church Piano. Lisa Weiss, Goucher piano faculty, in works from J. S. Bach to
Chopin to Art Tatum. Church of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 8501 Loch Raven Boulevard, 4:00 p.m.

 Jazz Mass for Mardi Gras Sunday with Helping Up Mission and Redeemer choirs. Church of the
Redeemer, 5603 N. Charles Street. 10:00 a.m.

 Bach in Baltimore in a Celebration of the Psalms with settings by Gabrieli, Dvorak, Bernstein. Church of
the Redeemer, 5603 N. Charles Street. 4:00 p.m.

 Choral Evensong, followed by a Mardi Gras dinner and party. 410-252-4465. Epiphany Episcopal
Church, 2216 Pot Spring Road, 5:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 9
 Maryland State Boychoir in concert. Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, 38 W. Baltimore Street,

Taneytown. 410-756-6626. 7:30 p.m.
SUNDAY, MARCH 10

 Heavenly Harmony: Handel Choir and organist Jeremy Filsell celebrate English poets, including Britten’s
Rejoice in the Lamb. Church of the Redeemer, 5603 N. Charles Street. Tickets: $37/$27/$10 student –
www.handelchoir.org. 4:00 p.m.

 Michael Adcock, piano, in program of works by Schubert, Brahms, Faure and more. Community
Concerts at Second, 4200 St. Paul Street. 3:30 p.m.

 Maryland State Boychoir in concert at Catonsville Presbyterian Church, 1400 Frederick Road, 3:00 p.m.
SUNDAY, MARCH 17

 Hafenmusik: Music by the Harbor presents “Classics for Soprano and Trumpet” featuring Sarah Berger
and BSO principal trumpet Andrew Balio. Organ, harpsichord and strings will join the soloists in works
by Handel and Bach. Christ Lutheran Church, 701 S. Charles Street. Reception to follow. Free parking in
church’s garage, Arrow Parking on Lee St., 2:30 p.m.

 Ginger Turner and Amy Cherry – cornets and Chris Schroeder, organ, in concert with works by Torelli,
Williams, Haydn, Copland, Goemanne, Horovitz, etc. Grace United Methodist Church, 5407 N. Charles
Street. 2:00 p.m.

 Chamber Music by Candlelight with musicians from the BSO. Works of Mozart, Shostakovich and
Brahms. Community Concerts at second, 4200 St. Paul Street. 7:30 p.m.

 Christopher Creagan, NYC Riverside Church organist, in recital. Brown Memorial Presbyterian Church,
1320 Park Avenue – Bolton Hill. 3:00 p.m.



James Spencer Hammond - 1932-2019
[from the obituary appearing in the Baltimore Sun by Fred Rasmussen and Jacques Kelly]

Spencer Hammond, former longtime minister of music, organist and choir director at Douglas Memorial
Community Church who also taught music in the city public schools for more than three decades, died Thursday,
January 24, from complications from a fall. The Pikesville resident was 88.

“Spencer was a highly respected musician’s musician,” said Tom Hall, who had directed the Baltimore Choral
Arts Society for 35 years, and is now host of WYPR’s “Midday.” “He was one of the greatest and significant musicians in
our city and left his imprint on several generations of students and choir members.”

Michael T. Britt, who has been minister of music at Brown Memorial Park Avenue Presbyterian Church since
2012, was a teenager when he first attended one of Mr. Hammond’s concerts at Douglas Memorial. “I grew up in
Baltimore and he has been an icon in this town since 1959, and directed one of the largest choirs in the city. He was one
of our premier musicians and was looked up to. He was a model for us,” Mr. Britt said. “And when you went to one of
his concerts, you had to get there 45 minutes before they started because otherwise you couldn’t get a seat. They were
always packed to the gills. Music remained a part of his life until the very end, and his death is really the end of an era in
many ways. He was just an amazing man.”

James Spencer Hammond, who was born in St. Augustine, FL, and raised there, was the son of Spencer
Hammond, a carpenter, and his wife, Catherine Holloway Hammond, a homemaker. As a youngster, he told Baltimore
Sun music critic Tim Smith in a 2015 interview, he would rush up from the basement of the St. Augustine Baptist Church
on Sunday mornings the moment he heard the organ motor cranking up 10 minutes before the 11 a.m. service. “I got a
kick out of listening to that organ,” he said. Not long afterward, Mr. Hammond, who enjoyed listening to radio
broadcasts of the Metropolitan Opera and New York Philharmonic, began studying organ and piano, and conducting.
“The organist said, ‘I don’t want no kid waving his fingers at me,’ but I stood on a chair and conducted,” Mr. Hammond
said in the 2015 interview.

He was a 1946 graduate of Excelsior High School in St. Augustine, which at the time, was a segregated
educational facility. Mr. Hammond received a bachelor’s degree in music in 1950 from Florida A&M University, where
he was a member of the Marching 100 band, and a master’s in music from Northwestern University.

In the 1940s, he went to hear the Rev. Marion C. Bascom, a fellow Floridian, who was preaching at a church in
St. Augustine, out of which grew a lifelong personal and professional friendship. The two men shared a passion for
classic gospel music. “I’m talking about high-class gospel music, the kind that was sung by Wings Over Jordan, the Deep
River Boys and the Southernaires.” Mr. Bascom made a promise to his friend. “Marion told me, ‘If I get a big church, I’m
going to send for you.’ People say that stuff to you when you’re young, and it’s nice to hear, but it doesn’t always
happen.” Mr. Hammond was teaching music in St. Petersburg in 1959 when Mr. Bascom, who had moved to Baltimore
to pastor Douglas Memorial Community Church, visited St. Petersburg, and offered him the job of minister of music,
organist and choir director. “As a partnership, it was a powerhouse,” Mr. Hall said. Mr. Bascom, who was also venerated
for his civil rights activism, retired from Douglas Memorial in 1995 and dies in 2012.

Mr. Hammond drew music for his choir from the classic hymn book and while most choirs rehearsed once a
week, he insisted on at least two nights a week. “His knowledge of choral music and that genre was encyclopedic. He
knew the history of spirituals. It was just amazing,” Mr. Britt said. “If you wanted to know something about a spiritual,
all you had to do was ask him because he knew it.” When Mr. Britt came to Brown Memorial, Mr. Hammond, who had
left his position at Douglas in 2002 and joined Brown Memorial, was a choir member. “Whenever we did a spiritual,
Spencer gave me music notes on how it should be performed.”

“Spencer was one of a group of renowned black musicians in this town who flew under the radar of the
audience that went to the symphony and opera,” Mr. Hall said in the 2015 news story. “But if you knew the milieu of the
black church community, you knew Spencer was a giant.” “He was one of the deans of that movement,” Mr. Hall said in
a telephone interview. “It was always about the music and art, it was never about him,” Mr. Britt said. “He was
embarrassed if you ever complimented him.” Mr. Hammond’s lifework and Mr. Bascom’s were honored in a 2015
concert at Brown Memorial. “He didn’t want the concert until we told him he could select the music,” Mr. Britt recalled.
“He was a very humble man and wanted it to be about the music.”

In addition to his work at Douglas Memorial, Mr. Hammond taught music in city public schools for 31 years until
retiring in the early 1990s, also taught a course on African-American music at the University of Maryland, Baltimore
County for several years, and taught piano. For the past two years, Mr. Hammond had been a member of Brown
Memorial’s hand bell choir.
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