Understanding the anatomy of
PIPE ORGANS

The pipe organ has a keyboard similar to the piano
called a manual, as well as a separate keyboard for the
feet to play called a pedal. Organs are most often
found in churches but are also found in concett halls
throughout the world. Pipe organs consist of pipes,
one ot more keyboards, a wind system to deliver air
to the pipes, and a huge variety of stops. With
different stops, the organ can imitate the sounds of
various instruments such as oboes, flutes, trumpets,
and violins. Some stops create sounds from nature.
Other stops may include chimes or bells. There is a
wide variety of stops and each organ is different. The
possibilities are almost limitless!

What's so special about the organ?
WHY TAKE LESSONS?

Because pipe organs are found everywhere in the
wotld and each organ is unique, organists often travel
far to play special, unique, or famous instruments.
Each organ is like a new book — it has its own
fascinating story. The organ has been referred to as
the “king of instruments.” It can produce a massive
and impressive sound... all created by a single
petformer! The large variety of sounds inspires
creativity, and your imagination is the only limit.

The organ itself is often a work of art and fine
craftsmanship, and the hall that contains an organ is a
stunning, beautiful sight.

If you take lessons regularly or go to a place of
worship that houses an organ, you will learn how to
successfully lead a congregation in singing and how
to make music which inspires people’s hearts and
minds.

DID YOU KNOW?

The Organ Historical Society tracks over
650 pipe organs in Baltimore. That means

there’s a little more than 7 pipe organs in
every square mile!

If I alveady take piano lessons,

WHY DO I NEED AN
ORGAN TEACHER?

You can certainly apply your knowledge of how to
play the piano to playing the organ. However, the
touch of an organ is entirely different from the piano
and requires special training.

Learning how to produce sound and weave together
artistry and technique takes delicate attention and an
experienced mentor. For instance, playing efficiently
with both your hands and feet is a skill that is unique
to the organ.

Teachers from the Baltimore Chapter of the
American Guild of Organists will help you develop
the ability to weave together the technique and
artistry of organ playing.



You're invited to apply and
GET STARTED

Anyone who is interested in learning to play the
organ is invited to apply. Please note that basic
keyboard proficiency is required.

If you are awarded a scholarship, the committee chair
will work with you to help coordinate lessons with a
suitable teacher. Even if you do not receive a
scholarship, you’re invited to learn organ playing by

visiting BaltimoreAGO.org

HOW TO APPLY

®

Fill out an application at
https://www.baltimoreago.org/scholarship

©,

Submit a letter of interest and provide a
recommendation letter from a piano or

music teacher.

Submit an audition recording of two
contrasting pieces, played on either piano
or organ.

Applications must be received no later than
1 5 September 15, 2023, to be considered for a
2023-2024 scholarship.

SEPT

All application materials and questions may
be emailed to scholarship@bago.org.

Baltimore Chapter of the

AMERICAN GUILD OF
ORGANISTS

The American Guild of Organists (AGO) is a
national organization founded in 1896 that serves the
organ and choral community with 275 chapters and
12,000 members. Its mission is to promote organ
music, improve members’ proficiency through
education, and exchange vast knowledge about organ
building, its music, and use.

The Baltimore Chapter of the American Guild of
Organists (BAGO) is a peer-led organization that
cultivates musical excellence, professional
development, and continuing education through
performances, master classes, networking events, and
mentorship. Members gain benefits of both the
national organization and local chapter. Organists
aged 29 and under can register as young organist
members.

Enriching lives through organ and choral music
135 Hollow Brook Road
Timonium, MD 21093
BaltimoreAGO.org
scholarships@BaltimoreAGO.org

STUDENT
SCHOLARSHIP

Learn how to play the organ with
a supportive community of
professional organists




